JUDGE'S STANDING ORDER NO. 2
COURT SETTINGS

On this date. the Court entered the [ollowing ORDER with respect to court settings:

A.

DOCKET SETTINGS

The tollowing requirements apply to docket settings:

L

Initial serting. A Defendant, or his/her attorney. who makes an initial appearance in
person or by mail. email or fax any time prior to a warrant being issued on the case may
obtain an appearance docket setting without the requirement of posting an appearance
bond i’ there has not been a prior bond forteiture. The Court in its discretion may require
a bond in the case even il the Defendant or attorney has appeared timely,

When bond required. A Defendant who has been booked in jail must post bond before
release. Upon bond being posted the Defendant may receive a docket setting. A
Detendant not in jail whose case has an outstanding warrant must post bond before the
case will be set on a trial or appearance docket.

Docket setting. order not required. A Defendant. or his/her attorney. who makes an
initial appearance in person or by mail. email or fax prior to a warrant being issued on the
case may obtain an appearance docket setting from the Court Clerk without presenting the
request 1o the Court for an order.

Aworney jury setting. order not required. A Defendant who is represented by an attorney
may reeeive a jury trial setting from the Clerk without presenting the request to the Court
for an order,

Out-of-town Defendant. A pro se Defendant who lives outside of Potter or Randall
Counties and requests a trial setting by mail may reccive a trial setting without first being
sel on a pro se appearance docket. The Docket Clerk will send the Defendant a special
trial setting notice containing specific requirements with which the Defendant must
comply in order to confirm the trial date. The Docket Clerk will also provide the
Defendant with the Court’s brochure entitled Your Rights at Triad.

Failure to appear. new serring. 11 a Defendant fails to appear for a properly noticed court
selting, he/she must post an appearance bond (cash or surety) to obtain another court
setting. uniess expressly approved by the Court. 11 a Judgment Nisi has been entered
against the Detendant on that case. any subsequent appearance bond shall be posted in
cash. unless expressly approved by the Court,

B. CONTINUANCES

The [ollowing requirements apply 1o continuances of docket settings:
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Form. time deadline. A motion for continuance must be in writing and filed with the
Court three (3) business days prior to the setting in order 1o continue a case on the Court’s
docket. Any deviations from this procedure must be approved by the Court.

When order required. If a motion for continuance (rom an appearance docket is umely
filed. and the opposing party is properly notified of the filing. a party may obtain one (1)
continuance without agreement of the opposing party and without presenting the motion
to the Court for an order. provided that the case has never been at warrant. Additional
continuances must be approved by the Court. The length of continuance to a new
appearance docket will be no more than 45 days: a motion for continuance to a docket
more than 45 days away must be presented to the Court. A motion for continuance on a
case that has been at warrant or that is set on a trial docket must be presented to the Court.
['a motion 1o withdraw has ever been liled in the case, any motion for continuance must
be presented to the Court.

Antorney appearance affer pro se trial seiting. 1 an attorney appears on a casce alter the
Defendant has set it for trial pro se. the case may be continued if requested by the
attorney. but the case will be reset on the next available attorney jury trial date and not on
an attorey docket.

DEFENDANT’'S APPEARANCE AT TRIAL AND PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS

The Defendant must appear at all trial settings and pre-trial hearings. unless the case is resolved
by plea. dismissal or continuance prior 1o the setting. An attorney for a Delendant may not
conduct a trial or a pre-trial hearing without the Delendant being present.
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Presiding Judge
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Knight, Donna

From: Knight, Donna

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 5:27 PM
To: Lacy, Karin; May, Amy; West, Perri
Cc: Wingert, Heather; Hamilton, Laura
Subject: FW: Setting jury trials

Expires: Thursday, July 27, 2023 12:00 AM

Hi Karin, Amy, and Perri,
Please see the clarification to Standing Order No 2 from Judge Hamilton below.

Let Heather or | know if you have any questions.
Donna

From: Hamilton, Laura <Laura.Hamilton@amarillo.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 4, 2021 4:46 PM

To: Knight, Donna <Donna.Knight@amarillo.gov>

Cc: Wingert, Heather <Heather.Wingert@amarillo.gov>
Subject: Setting jury trials

Donna:

Standing Order No. 2 allows a Defendant who is represented by an attorney to
set a case for jury trial without court order. This does not mean that the case
should not be set on an attorney docket first. Therefore, effective immediately,
please have all attorney cases set first on the AD docket. This is especially
important as we are in limbo on the jury trial settings. Appearing at the
attorney docket allows the defense counsel to have time to speak with the
prosecutor, especially helpful with those attorneys who walit until docket to
receive a plea offer or out-of-town counsel who may not have established
communication with the prosecutor. If an attorney has appeared at an
attorney docket and before the next court setting has determined that the case
will need to be set for jury trial, then the case can be moved to the jury trial
docket without this court ordering same.

Thanks

LH
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