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Agenda
• Progress So Far
• Final ZO Overview
• Major Changes
• What’s Next
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Progress So Far
• June 2019:

• Project Kick-Off Meetings
• Public Outreach Plan

• September 2019 
• Zoning Ordinance 

Assessment

• February 2020
• Module 1 Review Meetings

• June 2020
• Module 2 Review Meetings

• October 2020
• Module 3 Review Meetings
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Zoning Ordinance Modules
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Module 1
Executive Summary 

Introduction
Zoning Districts & Use Table

Use Regulations

Module 2
Historic Preservation 

Overlay District
Development Standards

Module 3
BYOB Venues

Airport Overlay District
Admin. / Procedures

Nonconformities



www.amarillo.gov > Departments >
Planning and Development Services > 

Zoning Ordinance Revision Project

Project 
Documents

http://www.amarillo.gov/


Annotated 
Outline
Section-by-section 
overview of revised 
Zoning Ordinance

Tracks revisions 
(new à old)
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Revisions Tracking
Tracks revisions (old à new)
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Zoning Ordinance Overview
• Executive 

Summary
• Article I: 

Introduction
• Article II: 

Zoning Districts 
• Article III: 

Use Regulations

• Article IV: 
Development 
Standards 
• Article V: 

Procedures 
• Article VI: 

Nonconformities & 
Vested Rights 
• Article VII: Agencies 

• Article VIII: 
Enforcement 
• Article IX: 

Definitions & Rules 
of Interpretation 
• Article X: Legal 

Provisions 
• Article XI: Submittal 

Requirements
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Use Table
Article II –
Zoning Districts, 
Division 8 –
Use Table

Image in Word file

Also a separate 
Excel file 
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Top Changes (Uses & Districts) 
1. New + consolidated + 

relocated districts
2. Code section for each 

district
3. Changes to PD District*
4. New housing types
5. Revised use table

Use Regulations for:
6. Accessory Dwelling Units
7. Housing
8. Event Venues
9. Corner Stores
10.Temporary Uses
11.BYOB Venues & Events
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*Does not affect existing PDs



Top Changes (Development Standards)
12.Graphics, Measurements 

(including Height), 
Calculating Density 

13.Lot Coverage
14.Bufferyards 
15.Fences & Walls  
16.Parking Ratios
17.Parking Incentives for Infill, 

Adaptive Reuse

18.Outdoor Lighting 
19.Performance Standards 

Update
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Top Changes (Procedures & Admin.)
20. Consolidated procedures, 

added a common workflow
21. New Comprehensive Plan 

amendment procedure
22. Consolidated submittal 

requirements 
23. Traffic Impact Analysis 
24. Technical reports & studies
25. Nonconformities
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Purpose

Applicability 

Initiation 

Completeness 

Notice

Approval Process

Approval Criteria 

Reapplication 

Appeals 

Scope of Approval

Recordkeeping



Zoning Map
• New Districts
• Estate (E)
• Historic Preservation Overlay (HP-O)
• Urban Neighborhood Overlay (UN-O)

• Consolidated Districts
• Residential (R-2)
• Multiple-Family (MF)
• Office (O)

• Relocated District
• Airport Overlay (A-O)
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Existing PD & SUPs

•No proposed changes to 
existing PDs 
• Individual PD ordinances 

will continue to apply

•No proposed changes to 
existing SUPs 
• BUT the base zoning 

district will change if it is 
one of the consolidated 
districts: 
R-2 / R-3 
MF-1 / MF-2 
O-1 / O-2
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Consolidated Districts
Current 
Districts

Consolidated 
Districts

R-2
R-2*

R-3
MF-1

MF
MF-2

O-1
O

O-2
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*Proposed R-2 dimensional standards 
(setbacks, lot area, etc.) are the same as 
the current R-3 dimensional standards



New Districts
• Historic Preservation Overlay (HP-O) 

• Districts and landmarks 
• Not mapped, but available for 

implementation on eligible properties by 
property owner request or City initiation

• Estate (E)
• Corresponds to Future Land Use & 

Character Map designation for 
“Estate Residential”

• Proposed rezonings currently under 
staff review 
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New Districts
• Urban Neighborhood 

Overlay (UN-O)
• Applies to all properties 

within UN-O boundaries, 
regardless of base zoning 
district

• Adds multiple-family, 
live/work dwellings, and 
mixed use buildings as 
permitted uses

• Max density is 50 du/ac
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UN-O shown with green hatch, generally 
surrounds Central Business District 



Relocated District
• Airport Overlay (A-O) 

• New zoning district that 
carries forward and updates 
the current airport zoning 
regulations (Chapter 4-9) 

• Applies in City and ETJ 
• Shown on zoning map
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Subdivision Ordinance (Chapter 4-6)
• Shot Clock: Revised approval procedures and timeframes for 

consistency with Texas “shot clock” bill
• Alleys: Revised to authorize P&Z Commission to determine when 

alleys are required
• Drainage Plan for Non-Residential: Revised to require a 

drainage plan for development in all non-residential zoning 
districts, regardless of the number of lots
• Stormwater Ponds in A-O: Stormwater detention ponds in the 

Airport Overlay’s Wildlife Hazard Zone must be designed, 
engineered, constructed, and maintained for a maximum 48–
hour detention period after the design storm and remain 
completely dry between storms
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Subdivision Ordinance (Chapter 4-6)
• Public Facilities: Updated adequate public facilities policy 

• Added provisions for a written agreement/approval between City 
and developer when public facilities are provided under this policy

• Payment, dedication, or construction of public facilities cannot 
exceed developer’s proportionate share 

• Parkland Dedication: Codified City policy for dedication of 
parkland in new subdivisions 
• Minor Edits: Updated department names and staff titles
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Project Schedule & Next Steps 



Review Process & Deliverables

1. Public Meetings (March 2021)

2. Zoning Ordinance Revision Subcommittee Meeting(s)

3. Planning and Zoning Commission Review & Recommendation

PZC Workshop on March 22 @ 3 PM 
(virtual; regular agenda)

4. Two Hearings by City Council and Adoption 
(May-June expected) 
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Input and 
Comments:
Cris Valverde, Assistant Director 
Planning and Development 
Services Department 
City of Amarillo
(806) 378-5285
Cris.Valverde@amarillo.gov 
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Project 
Materials:
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