
2/11/2021-CMW _____


ORDINANCE NO. ____________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AMARILLO, TEXAS: AMENDING THE AMARILLO MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 8-2, ARTICLE I, TO ADD DEFINITIONS FOR “ADULT DOG OR CAT” AND “BREEDER” TO SECTION 8-2-1, AND TO ADD A SECTION 8-2-16 TO REQUIRE A PERMIT FOR THE BREEDING OF AN ADULT DOG OR CAT; PROVIDING FOR: SEVERABILITY, REPEALER, CONTINUATION OF PRIOR LAW, PENALTY, PUBLICATION, AND EFFECTIVE DATE. 

______________________________________________________


WHEREAS, Title VIII, Chapter 8-2 of the Amarillo Municipal Code provides for and describes local requirements for custody and control of animals found within the City Limits;

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Amarillo finds that procedures are necessary for the safe and controlled breeding of certain animals found within the City Limits;


WHEREAS, the Animal Management & Welfare Advisory Board has considered these amendments and has recommended them to the Amarillo City Council by a vote of 3 to 0;


WHEREAS, the Amarillo City Council has considered the record before the Animal Management & Welfare Advisory Board and now finds that such recommendation promotes public health, safety, welfare, and protection of property;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AMARILLO, TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  The Amarillo Municipal Code, Chapter 8-2, Article I, Section 8-2-1 be and hereby is amended in part to add the following definitions in alphabetical order:

Adult Dog or Cat: Means a dog or cat over the age of four months.

Breeder: Means a person who breeds dogs or cats and transfers possession of more than one litter, or any part thereof, in a twelve-month period.

SECTION 2.  The Amarillo Municipal Code, Chapter 8-2, Article I be and hereby is amended in part to add a new section 8-2-16 to read as follows:

Sec. 8-2-16. – Permit for breeders of dogs or cats.
(a) A person shall not breed Adult Dogs or Cats unless the person has a breeder’s permit.

(b) Breeder’s permits shall be valid for one year, unless revoked.

(c) To obtain a breeder’s permit, a person must make application with the Department, and the following requirements must be met for a breeder’s permit to be issued:

(1) Provide the name and address of the applicant and the address of the proposed location for breeding the Adult Dogs or Cats (if different from applicant’s address);
(2) Approval by the Department director for the maximum number of Adult Dogs or Cats that will be kept at the location;
(3) Approval by the Department director of the plans or designs showing both:
a. the enclosed indoor cages or pens, which shall be a minimum number of square feet for each animal over weaning age, said amount of square feet to be determined by the Department director depending upon the breed of the dog or cat; and
b. the enclosed outdoor area for the dogs or cats, which shall be at least 100 square feet per animal over the normal weaning age;
(4) The applicant shall not have received more than three violations of this chapter 8-2 in the preceding two years;

(5) The applicant shall not have surrendered to the Department any animals in the preceding two years;
(6) Provide proof of rabies vaccination for each Adult Dog or Cat in compliance with Section 8-2-8; and

(7) Pay an annual fee of $100.00.
(d) A permittee shall notify the Department director if any of the representations or facts supporting the required approvals in subsection (c) above change during the permit period.

(e) A breeder’s permit may be revoked by the Department director at any time if any of the following occurs:

(1) If the permittee fails to report a change as required by subsection (d);

(2) If the dogs or cats bark, howl, or create noises that disturb the neighbors;

(3) If the indoor or outdoor areas for the dogs or cats are not maintained in a sanitary condition;
(4) If any person is bitten or scratched by any of the dogs or cats;

(5) If any of the dogs or cats are found to be a Dangerous Animal; or

(6) If the permittee violates any of the provisions of this chapter 8-2. 
(f) The decision of the Department director in regard to the issuance or revocation of a breeding permit is final unless the applicant/permittee files a written appeal with the City Secretary within 10 working days after the date on the letter notifying the applicant/permittee of the Department director’s action.  Appeals shall be considered by the City Manager, and the City Manager’s decision is final.

Secs. 8-2-1617—8-2-30. – Reserved.
SECTION 3.  Severability.  If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances for any reason is held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid or for any reason unenforceable, the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance or the application thereby shall remain in effect, it being the intent of the City Council of the City of Amarillo, Texas in adopting this ordinance, that no portion thereof or provision contained herein shall become inoperative or fail by any reasons of unconstitutionality of any other portion or provision.

SECTION 4. Penalty. A violation of this ordinance is an offense punishable in accordance with Section 1-1-5 of this code of ordinances.

SECTION 5.  Continuation of prior law.  Nothing in this ordinance or any code hereby adopted shall be construed so as to affect any suit or proceeding pending in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause of action acquired existing, under any act or ordinance hereby repealed by this ordinance; nor shall any just, vested, or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired, or affected by this ordinance.

SECTION 6.  Repealer.  Subject to the provision in Section 5 (Continuation of Prior Law), all ordinances and resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of conflict with this ordinance.

SECTION 7.  Publication. This ordinance shall be published as required by law.

SECTION 8.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of its second publication as required by the Charter of the City of Amarillo. 
INTRODUCED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Amarillo, Texas, on First Reading this the ________day of _________________, 20____; and PASSED on Second and Final Reading the ________day of ______________________, 20____.

________________________________

Ginger Nelson, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

Frances Hibbs, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

______________________________

Bryan S. McWilliams, City Attorney


