Amarillo Zoning Ordinance Revision Project 
Additional Amendments to the City of Amarillo Code of Ordinances 

TITLE II – ADMINISTRATION
CHAPTER 2-6 – BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
ARTICLE IX. – BOARD OF REVIEW FOR LANDMARKS, HISTORIC DISTRICTS, AND DOWNTOWN DESIGN
Delete all text in this article and replace with the following:
Sec. 2-6-80 – Created. 
See Article VII, Agencies, Sec. 4-10-248, Urban Design and Historic Preservation Commission (UDHPC)



TITLE II – ADMINISTRATION
CHAPTER 2-6 – BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
ARTICLE XXI. – ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Revise as follows:
Sec. 2-6-147 – Duties and powers. 
This Board shall have the following powers and duties:
(1) All provisions of Article I of this chapter that are not in conflict with this Article.
(2) In appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards, make special exceptions to the terms of this chapter in harmony with its general purpose and intent and in accordance with general or specific provisions of this Code of Ordinances and other applicable law.
(3) To adopt rules to govern its proceedings, provided that such rules are not inconsistent with this Code, State or federal law.
(4) To administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses, by the chair or vice chair.
(5) To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision or determination made by the Building Official in the enforcement of this chapter or applicable State law.
(6) To hear appeals from decisions of the Downtown Design Review BoardUrban Design and Historic Preservation Commission as provided for in Chapter 4-10, Article IVVII, Division 3Agencies.
(7) To hear appeals concerning and act as the Airport Zoning Board of Adjustment as provided for in Chapter 4-94-10, Article VII, Division 3Agencies.
(8) All other duties, powers, rights, exceptions, immunities provided by state law, city charter, and other provisions of this Code of Ordinance.



CHAPTER 4-3. – GENERAL BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 
Sec. 4-3-6 - Demolition of and moving buildings. 
Add the following as paragraph (h):
(h)	Historic Landmarks (H-L) and Historic Preservation Overlay (HP-O) Buildings. 
Applications to demolish or move a Building when said Building is either within the HP-O District or is an H-L shall clearly state whether the request is to:
Replace the existing Structure with a new Structure;
Remove or demolish a Structure that has no economically viable use; or
Remove or demolish a Structure that poses an imminent threat to public health or safety.
See Sec. 4-10-223, Certificate of Appropriateness, for additional requirements for properties that are either an H-L or a Contributing Structures within an HP-O District. 

CHAPTER 14-2. – TAXATION 
Create a new Article IV, HP-O and Historical Landmark Tax Incentive Program, as follows:
1. Purpose. The Historic Preservation Overlay (HP-O) and Historical Landmark Tax Incentive Program is intended to encourage Rehabilitation and Preservation of specific historic Structures within the City of Amarillo by providing a tax freeze to property owners who rehabilitate property within the standards and procedures of this Article.
Tax Incentive Qualifications. 
Any Structure within the City’s municipal limits that meets the following requirements shall have an assessed value for ad valorem taxation for a period of 10 tax years equal to the structure’s assessed value prior to Rehabilitation and/or Restoration.
Designation by the Urban Design and Historic Preservation Commission (UDHPC) as a Historic Landmark (H-L) or as a Contributing Structure within an HP-O; and
The completion of Rehabilitation and/or Restoration plans in accordance with UDHPC regulations.
This tax incentive shall:
Begin on the first day of the first tax year after verification of completion of the Rehabilitation and/or Restoration required for certification;
Only be granted for properties where the assessed value of the Rehabilitation and/or Restoration exceeds 30 percent of the assessed value of a Structure.
Only be granted on Historical Landmarks or Contributing Structures within the HP-O for the assessed value of a Structure and the land necessary for access to and use of the Structure.
A Structure may have application made for more than one tax freeze when improvements continue to be made, but each application will be considered independently and the tax freeze will be applied separately to each application with each freeze only for a ten-year period.
Application. 
Applications for ad valorem tax incentives are to be filed with the UDHPC prior to Restoration and/or Rehabilitation that is to be included in the tax freeze application. Each application shall be signed and sworn to by the owner of the property and shall provide the following:
The legal description of the property proposed for certification;
An affidavit by the owner describing the historic significance of the Structure in need of tax relief;
A final, complete set of plans for the Historic Structure's Restoration and/or Rehabilitation;
A statement of costs for the Restoration and/or Rehabilitation work;
A projection of the estimated construction, time, and predicted completion date of the Restoration and/or Rehabilitation; and
Authorization for members of the UDHPC and the City’s Tax Assessor-Collector to visit and inspect the property proposed for certification and the records and books of the owners as necessary.
Applicants are encouraged to submit any additional information to the UDHPC which the applicant deems relevant or useful, such as the history of the Structure.
Hearings. 
Upon a finding that the applicant has submitted a complete application, the UDHPC shall make an investigation of the Structure and within 60 days make a recommendation to the City Council to approve or disapprove the application for a tax freeze.
Upon completion of the Restoration and/or Rehabilitation work and upon the UDHPC acknowledging the increase in assessed value as being 30% or more, the UDHPC shall transmit the application and a report to the City Council within 30 days along with a recommendation for approval or disapproval of the application for tax freeze.
After receiving the application and report of the UDHPC, the City Council shall within 30 days approve or disapprove the tax freeze.
Verification. 
Upon completion of the Restoration and/or Rehabilitation the applicant shall submit a statement of completion to the UDHPC.
The Planning Director or designee shall make an investigation of the property and shall approve or disapprove the Restoration and/or Rehabilitation.
If verification of the value or the Restoration and/or Rehabilitation is unfavorable, the applicant shall be required to provide more information regarding the value or to complete the Restoration and/or Rehabilitation in order to secure the tax exemption.
If the verification is favorable, the UDHPC shall notify the City’s Tax Assessor-Collector in writing of compliance.
The designated agent of the UDHPC may inspect the property annually where the tax freeze is in effect to see that all requirements associated with this Chapter are in compliance.
Transferability. The benefits of the tax freeze program are transferrable and run with the property.
Removal of Tax Exemption. If a tax freeze has been approved and the Structure which has the tax freeze is damaged, destroyed, altered, or not maintained, the property shall be removed from the tax incentive program.
Reappraisal of Property. If a tax freeze has been approved and the property is later reappraised at a lower value, the previous frozen value shall be adjusted to the new assessed value established by the City’s Tax Assessor-Collector.

