			      [image: ]	
[bookmark: _Hlk41484357]
The City of Amarillo Continuum of Care TX-611 is soliciting applications for ESG-CV funding. The CoC has been allocated $104,994.00 of ESG-CV funds under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). The primary intent of the ESG-CV funds is to supplement the existing operational budgets of nonprofit organizations and government agencies responding to the critical needs of the community by providing services to prevent, prepare for, and respond to increased demand for homeless assistance services impacted by COVID-19. Please Note: the ESG-CV funds can be used to reimburse homelessness service providers for eligible coronavirus-related expenses incurred before the enactment of the CARES Act. The CoC will use March 13, 2020 as the initial coronavirus impact date.

EXPECTATIONS:
The goal of this funding is to address COVID-19 while simultaneously strengthening the systems that prevent and end homelessness. This includes actions in order to be properly address a potential resurgence of COVID-19, as well as preparing and planning for future crises. The CoC is considering projects that are:

1. Reducing new entries into homelessness through prevention and diversion strategies.
2. Equitably protecting ALL people experiencing homelessness from COVID-19 infection and illness; helping flatten the curve of community infections and reducing demand on health care resources.
3. Promoting the health and safety of people who are unsheltered through Street Outreach while quickly transitioning them to temporary or permanent housing.
4. Expanding and improving shelter options, including Non-Congregate Shelter options, in order to come into compliance with CDC guidance for separation, isolation, and quarantine.
5. Rapidly exiting people from the homelessness system and stabilizing them in housing through Rapid Re-Housing.
6. Administering their project with a low barrier and housing first orientation.



1. 



Project Component Types being applied for:
· Homelessness Prevention
· Emergency Shelter
· Rapid Rehousing

 Description of the Agency and current projects:


NARRATIVE QUESTIONS:

 All Project Components
Describe how this funding will be used to protect the health and safety of people experiencing homelessness and slow the spread of COVID-19. 



What other funding sources does the Applicant receive and how will they be leveraged?




How is this project filling a gap in services in the community? If there are other projects of the same component in the community, please acknowledge this is the response and how your project will be different?




 Homelessness Prevention
Describe how this project will prevent and/or divert people from entering the local housing crisis response system.



The need for homelessness prevention funds to assist households impacted by COVID-19 will be greater than the amount of funding available. Describe how you will prioritize funding to households. (Scored)

 
 


Emergency Shelter
Describe how this project will expand and improve shelter options to come into CDC guidance for separation, isolation, and quarantine. (Scored)




Describe how the emergency shelter will be housing focused and low barrier.





Describe how this project will rapidly exit people from shelter into housing.





 Rapid Re-Housing
How will this agency assist people to rapidly exit homelessness using a rapid re-housing approach?




Describe your strategy for progressive engagement to most effectively use Rapid Re-housing dollars and keep people permanently housed.





How will this be tracked and what specific services will be used to ensure Housing Stability to the best of your ability?





 How will the project prioritize people at high risk of developing severe COVID-19 symptoms?
 (Scored)



SCORED QUESTIONS

 Has your agency ever received ESG funding in the past? If yes, how long did you receive ESG
funding for and for what component?



Are you applying for both Emergency Shelter and Rapid Re-Housing Program Funding? 

Is your project serving counties not currently covered by ESG Program funding?

Has your agency ever received findings during a monitoring? 

Does your agency currently provide Homelessness Prevention services?  

Does your agency currently provide Emergency Shelter services? 

Does your agency currently provide Rapid Re-housing services? 

Does your agency currently use the Amarillo CoC’s HMIS System, or an HMIS comparable database only allowed for Victim Service Providers or Legal Services Providers? Please provide your most recent score card.



Does someone from your Agency currently serve on the CoC Board or on a committee of the CoC Board?




Two Part question:
Will the project ensure that participants are not screened out based on the following items? 

Must mark everything besides “none of the above” to receive a “yes”.


Check boxes: 
· Having too little or no income
· Active or history of substance use
· Having a criminal record with exceptions for state-mandated restrictions
· History of victimization, e.g., domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, human trafficking
· None of the above

Will the project ensure that participants are not terminated from the program for the following reasons? (Must be reflected in the submitted Termination Policy)
Check boxes:
· Failure to participate in supportive services
· Failure to make progress on service plan
· Loss of income or failure to improve income
· Any other activity not covered in the lease agreement typically found for unassisted persons in the project’s geographic area
· None of the above



 Does the project have a diversion component? (if applying for HP)
 Diversion must be mentioned in the narrative.



Does the agency administer Federal or State funding for the purposes of ending homelessness?

 

ESG CARES Application Worksheet: This attachment is an excel worksheet that must be completed by the Applicant to show threshold information, a proposed budget, and a proposed service area. The contract start date will vary and will end July 31, 2021. Pre-contracting costs may be eligible as of the first COVID-19 response (no earlier than March 13, 2020, unless TDHCA approves the request).  

Attachment A: ESG CARES Certification. Certification used to review the Written Standards, termination policy, and general ESG certifications. The written standards must comply with requirements of 24 CFR §576.400. The termination policy must comply with the requirements of 24 CFR §576.402. The ESG Certifications must be executed by the Applicant.

Attachment B: Previous Participation form completed by the Applicant. Instruction are found online at https://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/pmcomp/forms.htm

Attachment C: Local Government Approval of Shelter Activities (only for Applicants proposing emergency shelter)

Attachment D: Audit Certification Form (only for New Applicants). Instructions are found online at https://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/pmcomp/forms.htm.

Written Standards: The Applicant must submit written standards that comply with the requirements of 24 CFR §576.400. Any occupancy standard set by the Subrecipient must not conflict with local regulations or Texas Property Code §92.010.

Termination Policy: The Applicant must submit its policy for termination of assistance which complies with the requirements of 24 CFR §576.402.

Authority to enter into a Contract. The Applicant must submit a governing body action or a letter from the Board Chair or Executive Director that is signed and dated within 12 months of this Application and includes:

1. Authorization of the submission of the Application.
2. Title of person authorized to represent the Applicant and designated with signature authority to execute a Contract.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Direct Deposit Form: https://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/home-division/docs/74-176.pdf
Texas Identification Number: https://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/home-division/docs/AP-152.pdf Information Security and Privacy Agreement (ISPA): https://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/ISPA.htm 

501(c)3 Documentation 
TIEBREAKER:
Length of time operating as an agency
Previous administration of component being applied for
image1.jpeg
VA

_ _isfinf
AMARILLO

CONTINUUM OF CARE ~





