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The Quarter Century Club held 
its 42nd annual banquet June 3, 
2013. The Heritage Room of the 
Amarillo Civic Center was filled 
with more than 250 Club 
members and their guests. The 
purpose of the Club is to bring 
together, at least once each 
year, current and former 
employees of the City of 
Amarillo who have a minimum 
of a quarter of a century of 
municipal service. The Big 
Texan prepared steak dinners 
for those in attendance with 
music provided by Insufficient 
Funds. Congratulations to the 
new members for 2013: 

Suzan Alexander, Building Safety 
C. Brent Beam, Park Maintenance 
James L. Berry, Fire Operations 

June A. Bohrer, Library 
Pamela Sue Cognasi, Parks & Recreation 

John Gates, Environmental Health 
Clay Wayne Gibson, Fire Operations 

Warren E. Gross, Police 
Douglas R. Herrington, Police 

Alvin Hill III, Police 
Bradley L. Hill, Animal Control 

Jimmy D. Johnson, Police 
Shannon R. Kuster, Police 

Dee A. Lagrone, Fire Operations 
Timothy J. Loan, Director of Utilities 

Kim C. Mayes, Purchasing 
Shawn D. McLeland, Police 

Kay Shelton, Payroll 
Carol D. Slay, Police 

Alan Ray Teague, Fire Operations 
Dennis Woolam, Facilities 

 
by Faye Stover, Director of Utilities Office 

Quarter Century Club Secretary 

Gerald Ford was President, The 
Godfather, Part II won the 
Academy Award for Best Picture, 
Love Will Keep Us Together was 
the #1 song, Tiger Woods was born 
– and Earnest Douglass joined the 
Amarillo Police Department. The 
year was 1975. With nearly 38 
years of service, Sgt. Douglass 
holds the distinction of being the 
City employee with the second 
longest tenure. 
   Often known as “Sarge” after 
holding that rank for the past 30 
years, Douglass is still an active 
member of the department as one 
of the two sergeants leading the 4th 
shift, a group of 20 officers whose 
patrol activities are directed toward 
areas needing extra coverage.  
   Douglass was born in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, but moved to Amarillo 
at the age of 4. After graduating 
from the “old” Amarillo High 
School, which was destroyed by 
fire while he was a student, he 
went on to attend Amarillo College 
and West Texas State University. It 
was during his college years that 
he applied with the Amarillo Police 
Department. Instead of attending 
the academy, he was hired directly 
into the Narcotics Squad and 
served there for almost a year 
before he was sent through the 
department’s academy. Through 
the years, he has served in both 

the patrol and  detective divisions, 
but most of his time has been 
spent on patrol, serving the 
community that he clearly loves. 
   In 2001, the department sent 
Douglass to extensive training to 
become an internationally certified 
forensic computer examiner. He 
became the first in the Texas 
Panhandle and the seventh in the 
state. He continued serving in that 
role until 2007, assisting many 
f e de r a l ,  s t a t e  and  l o c a l 
departments in conducting in-depth 
criminal investigations involving 
computers. He explains that even 
though he doesn’t consider himself 
a math or science whiz, he has an 
ability to understand computers 
and programming, and even 
created the program he now uses 
in the directed patrol program to 
analyze and track crime patterns 
around the city.  
   When asked about the changes 
he has seen in his 38 years in the 
department, Douglass says that the 
progress in the field of policing, the 
available training and education 
both before and during an officer’s 
career, and the professionalism of 
the department are most notable. 
   He  continued  by saying, “I have 
visited   and   worked  with   many 
law   enforcement   agencies   over 

 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

 

Sgt. Earnest Douglass - Committed to Service   
by Melanie Cleveland, Assistant City Secretary 

Sgt. Douglass, fourth from right, and some of the 4th shift officers. Douglass says of his fellow 
officers, “They are the heart and soul of what keeps me going.” 



Many employees joined the 
staff of the Benefits office as 
they bid farewell to Cindy 
R e y n o l d s ,  B e n e f i t 
Administrator, who retired 
June 28.  
   Cindy  was  employed by 
the City of Amarillo for 22 
years, serving as Benefits 
Administrator  for  the  past 
6 years.  
   Taking the reins of the 
Benefits office is Hector 
Mendoza. Hector has been 
employed with the City for 12 
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ACE Newsletter   Congratulations  
June Retirees! 

 

Terry Bates 
Fire - 35 years  

(3rd longest tenure in City) 
 

Stan Erwin 
Airport – 18 years 

 
Steve Mitchell 

Police - 30 years 
 

Richard Neal 
Solid Waste – 7 years 

 
Cindy Reynolds 

Benefits - 22 years 

Way Back When              
July 1959 ACE Newsletter 

SPOTLIGHT ON BENEFITS 

The Benefits staff celebrated Cindy Reynolds’ retirement on June 27. 
Pictured l to r: Toni Berry, Customer Service Clerk; Shirley Stigler, 
Benefits Coordinator; Hector Mendoza, new Benefits Administrator; 
Cindy Reynolds, retiring Benefits Administrator; and Cheryl Hollan, 
Benefits Coordinator. 

years and comes to Benefits from his position as Assistant Director of the Public Health 
Department.  
   The Benefits staff is happy to help employees navigate the health insurance 
requirements and processes in any way they can. They are eager for employees to 
understand their benefits and be able to use them when they’re needed.  
   Contact Hector, Toni, Shirley or Cheryl if you have any questions or need assistance 
with your benefits. The Benefits office is located across from the elevators in the 
basement at City Hall, or feel free to call 378-4235 for assistance. 

Thanks from Coffee Memorial Blood Center 
Suzanne Talley, Director, Marketing and Public Relations, Coffee Memorial Blood Center 

With the help of volunteers from the Amarillo Police 
Department, Amarillo Fire Department, the City of Amarillo, 
the 100 Club of the Texas Panhandle and many other 
organizations, Coffee Memorial Blood Center (CMBC) held 
its 6th Annual Boots vs. Badges Kick-Off Event at our 
center at 7500 Wallace Blvd., Friday, June 28.  It was a huge success!  Because of 
people like you, we set a one-day blood donation record for our center -- 251 units 
(beating the old one-day record of 232 set by Boots vs. Badges three years ago).  I'm 
not sure words can tell you what that means to us … but I am going to try! 
 Most of you probably don't know this, but we have to collect approximately 2500 units 

per month to meet the needs of the 31 counties and 29 medical facilities that we 
serve in the Texas and Oklahoma panhandles.  

 In the summer and on holidays, it is very difficult to maintain an adequate blood 
supply for our area. CMBC loses all the high school drives in summer, college blood 
drives are minimal, regular donors are vacationing and therefore, donations go down. 
However, due to increased travel and outdoor activities, usage goes up. Take that and 
add the fourth of July holiday to it, and we have a real problem.  

   The blood collected at the Boots vs. Badges Kick-Off Event literally boosts our blood 
supply so that we can provide for patients in need through the 4th of July holiday!  The 
two-month long (July and August) Boots vs. Badges blood drive promotion helps us 
provide blood for area patients throughout the difficult summer months.  For years 
CMBC struggled with how to survive the summer. Six years ago, you all teamed up with 
us and it has been a lot easier every since.  

   All that being said … Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  I promise you that many, 
many lives are touched not only by your day-to-day work but also through what you do 
for Coffee Memorial and the patients we serve!  Very grateful for our partnership! 



100 YEARS 

Ju ly  2013  
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75th West Texas Mesonet Station Dedicated  

The  National Weather  Service  Office 
in  Amarillo  along  with  the  City  of 
Amarillo  and  Texas  Tech  University 
hosted a dedication ceremony for the 
75th    west    Texas  Mesonet  Station 
June 3. The mission of the west Texas 

Mesonet  is  to  provide  accurate  meteorological  data  for 
distribution  to  a  variety  of  facets  across west  Texas  including 
operational meteorology, agriculture and farming, research and 
media.  
    The 75th west Texas Mesonet Station  is  located  just south of 
Hollywood  Road  and  Grand  and  is  the  very  first  west  Texas 
Mesonet  installed  in  Amarillo  or  Potter/Randall  Counties with 
several more installations planned in the near future. Unique to 
this west Texas Mesonet Station  is the addition of  fire weather 
sensors  that  will  potentially  help  forecasters  determine  the 
meteorological conditions which lead to high wildfire danger.  
    For more information on the 75th west Texas Mesonet Station, 
visit   http://www.mesonet.ttu.edu/temp/AMAS_new/
AMAS_new.html. 

The National Weather Service  in Amarillo, the Amarillo/Potter/Randall Office of Emergency 
Management and Texas Tech University helped make the 75th West Texas Mesonet possible. 
Representatives  gathered  for  a  Dedication  Ceremony  at  the  site  located  just  south  of 
Hollywood and Grand.  

Celebrate Your Department’s 
Service!  

by Sonja Gross, Community Relations Coordinator 

As we first reported in last month’s issue of ACE, November 
2013 will mark the 100th anniversary of the City’s charter. 
To commemorate the occasion, a Centennial Celebration 
Committee is hard at work with a mission to educate, 
celebrate and commemorate. The Committee is planning a 
year of events that will honor the City's past and prepare it 
for the next 100 years.  

   As part of those events, we want to shine the spotlight 
on your department.  What is your department’s history, its 
future? This is a great opportunity to share your 
department’s story. Contact Sonja Gross in Community 
Relations at 378-3549 or sonja.gross@amarillo.gov and tell 
her which month (November 2013 through October 2014) 
you would like your department featured as part of the 
Centennial Celebration – but you better call quick because 
the month of May is already taken! 

The old Amarillo city hall and fire station, which also housed a  jail  in the basement, 

stood  at  this  location  on  the  north  side  of  Fourth  Street  between  Tyler  and  Polk 

Streets. The  sign over  the door proclaims,  "Progress  for Amarillo! This old  city hall 

and fire station will be demolished clearing the way for new downtown parking. The 

City  of  Amarillo will  build  a  new  Central  Fire  Station  in  1960".  In  this  photo  the 

Amarillo Hotel (Third and Polk) can be seen in the background, and on the right side 

of  the  photo  the  Vaughn  Building  can  be  seen  in  an  early  stage  of  building.  The 

Central Fire Station (right side of photo) was completed on January 30, 1907. The city 

hall, located on the corner, was probably completed in 1911. After the completion of 

the  two buildings,  there was a  space of about  twenty  feet between  them. At one 

time the ground was used for a small zoo. An addition to city hall was added in 1927, 

filling in the space.  

http://www.mesonet.ttu.edu/temp/AMAS_new/AMAS_new.html�
http://www.mesonet.ttu.edu/temp/AMAS_new/AMAS_new.html�
http://www.mesonet.ttu.edu/temp/AMAS_new/AMAS_new.html�
http://www.mesonet.ttu.edu/temp/AMAS_new/AMAS_new.html�
mailto:sonja.gross@amarillo.gov�
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Groundbreaking Reads at the Amarillo Public Library 
by Stacy Clopton Yates, Public Relations Coordinator, Amarillo Public Library 

Composting 
Wednesday, July 24 at 2 PM at the East Branch 
Library 

Composting can nourish your garden, help 
soil retain moisture, and even prevent 
weeds.  Join us for this program from the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and 
learn how to make your garden stronger 
and more beautiful. 

Drought Tolerant Landscaping 
Wednesday, July 31 at 1 PM at the North Branch 
Library 

This is a second chance to learn from the 
City of Amarillo Parks Department how to 
create beautiful gardens and landscapes 
that thrive in our semi-arid region. 

Groundbreaking Reads:  Books that Changed 
the World 
Wednesday, July 31 at 6 PM at the Southwest Branch Library 

Join us for a look at books that had a dramatic impact on the way the 
world thinks about things.   

 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1    
 
the years and the Amarillo Police Department 
is by far the most professional department I 
have encountered.” 
   In the few hours each week that Douglass 
isn’t working, he spends time taking care of 
the home he shares with his wife, Kimberly, a 
local realtor, riding his 2012 Yamaha Raider - 
and being with his “weenie” dog, Boo (his pal) 
and Missy, a chiweenie. Douglass also has a 
daughter who lives in California. 
   Douglass says he has no plans to retire at 
this point because he loves what he does. He 
enjoys the opportunity to lead and guide new 
officers, and though he agrees that it might 
sound “cheesy,” the truth is that his favorite 
part of the job is serving the citizens of his 
hometown … Amarillo. 

APD Receives "Recognized Law Enforcement Agency" Status 

Earlier this month, 
Amarillo Mayor Paul 
Harpole had the 
distinct honor of 
presenting an award to 
Amarillo Police Chief 
Robert Taylor and his 
department. That’s 
because, for the 
second consecutive 
time, the Amarillo 
Police Department has 
earned status as a 
“Recognized Law Enforcement Agency” through the 
Texas Police Chiefs Association (TPCA) Recognition 
Program.  
   This program evaluates the department’s compliance 
with 164 Texas Law Enforcement Best Practices, 
standards originally developed by Texas law 
enforcement professionals in 2007. The process included 
an on-site review of the Amarillo Police Department by 
TPCA inspectors in June. 
   Compliance with these voluntary standards assures 
that an agency is following procedures to provide the 
highest quality of police service. The standards specify 
practices that protect the rights of citizens and ensure 
that officers are trained and equipped to do their jobs. 
They provide direction in investigation, evidence 
handling, patrol operations and a wide variety of related 
tasks.  

   The TCPA’s website describes the process by saying 
that “An agency that has been awarded ‘Recognized’ 
status has undertaken a careful internal review of its 
policies, procedures, equipment, facilities and 
operations.”  
   The Amarillo Police Department was first awarded the 
TPCA’s “Recognized Law Enforcement Agency Award” in 
2009, following a nearly two year process documenting 
what was then a list of 150 standards. The APD became 
the 16th agency state-wide to receive this title. The 
2013 re-inspection capped the Department’s year-long 
internal inspection and review process to again be 
recognized as providing efficient police services. The 
“Recognized” status is awarded for a four year period. 
During the four year period, the agency must submit an 
annual report and show continuing compliance with 
several performance related standards. 
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The 83rd Amarillo Police Academy graduated nine new 
officers on June 14, 2013. The graduation ceremony was the 
much anticipated completion of 1,088 hours of police 
training since the academy began Dec. 6, 2012. 
   During the academy training, officers tested for and 
obtained their Texas Basic Peace Officer’s certification before 
continuing more hours 
of department-specific 
training. The academy 
t r a i n i n g  i n c l u d e d 
emergency vehic le 
operation, departmental 
rules and regulations, 
penal code, juvenile and 
traffic-related laws, 
search and seizure law, 
accident investigation, 
criminal investigation, 
collection of evidence, 
defensive tactics and 
report writing. 
   City of Amarillo 
Municipal Court Judge 

Sonya Letson swore in the new officers at the graduation 
ceremony held in the Grand Plaza of the Amarillo Civic 
Center. Many proud family members were also on hand to 
congratulate the graduates. The new officers will be assigned 
to the Uniform Division and will work with senior officers 
during the Field Training Officer phase. The new officers will 

complete an additional 
640 hours of field 
training before the 
program is completed 
and the new officers hit 
the streets to join their 
fellow officers in service 
to the citizens of 
Amarillo. 
   The graduation of the 
83rd Academy brings the 
department’s strength 
to 347. The 84th 
A m a r i l l o  P o l i c e 
Academy, with 16 
recruits, is currently 
underway. 

83rd Police Academy Graduation  by Sgt. Mike Martinez, Amarillo Police Department 

Safety Corner: Safe Pesticide Handling  by Charlie Sanchez, Safety Manager 
For those of us that planted a garden 
this year, we can hardly wait for the 
time to start harvesting the fruits of 
our labor. As we are waiting, we use 
several methods to keep away insects 
that invade our gardens. 
   While many people use the terms 
“ i n se c t i c i de ”  and  “pes t i c i de ” 
interchangeably, they are not precisely 
the same thing. Though their uses are 
overlapping, they aren’t identical.  
   Pesticide is a broad category of 
chemicals that are used to kill or 
eliminate pests on plants which are 
cu l t ivated for  landscaping or 
agriculture. While many pesticides are 
insecticides, there are other types of 
pesticides as well. For instance, there 
are pesticides that work against weeds, 
pesticides that work to kill fungi, and 
even pesticides to repel fish or 
mammals that threaten plants. 
   An insecticide is a type of pesticide 
which is specifically formulated to use 
against insects. Insecticides may be 
used to kill adult insects or larvae. 
Insecticides also work by preventing 
insects from reproducing, so that when 
the adults die, there are no new insects 
to replace them. 

   

Chemicals used to manage insects, 
rodents, weeds, molds and germs all 
have the potential to cause harm. 
Pesticides come in different forms, 
including sprays, liquids, powders, 
granulates, baits and foggers.    
   Use the following safety tips to help 
mitigate the risks associated with using 
pesticides: 
WORKING SAFELY: 
Choose the least hazardous product 
for the task being performed. 

Keep the label intact and make sure it 
is readable. 

Only use the product as intended and 
follow the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Wear appropriate personal protective 
equipment, such as chemical resistant 
gloves, a face shield/goggles, long-
sleeved shirt and pants and 
appropriate safety footwear. 

Do not burn pesticides or pour them 
down a drain. 

Keep pets and others away from the 
applied area until the pesticide has 
dried. 

MIXING: 
Ventilate areas where chemicals are 
mixed. 

Mix at the recommended rate and 
only use the amount directed by the 
label. 

Never transfer pesticides into cups or 
bowls that may be confused with food 
containers. 

STORAGE: 
Maintain an inventory of the quantity, 
type and age of products. 

Place products on non-absorbent 
shelves, upright and off the floor. 

Check containers for leaks or defects 
and tightly seal and store in original 
containers.  

Keep pesticides away from food, 
utensils, or sources of drinking water. 

Always keep all pesticides and 
chemicals well out of the reach of 
children. 

   Use these tips and remember: 
“TAKE SAFETY HOME.” 



Employee Milestones 
 

Promotions/Transfers for June 2013 
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   NAME    JOB TITLE                  DEPARTMENT          YEARS 

 OLD    NEW   
 Title  Department  Title  Department 
Jeffery Burroughs Utility Worker Water Distribution Utility Operator Water Distribution 
Daniel Bush Captain Fire District Chief Fire 
Joshua Cairns Treatment Plant Operator I Hollywood Road WWT Plant Treatment Plant Operator II Hollywood Road WWT Plant 
Timothy Cannon Commerical Equip Operator- hrly Solid Waste Collection Residential Equip Operator Solid Waste Collection 
Ryan Caperton Driver Fire Lieutenant Fire 
Thad Diaz Foreperson 1 Street Supervisor 1 Street 
Phillip Drerup Firefighter Fire Driver Fire 
Michael Dunn Corporal Police Sergeant Police 
Micah Flanangan Meter Reader 1 Utility Billing Equipment Operator I Street 
Sammy Flores Building Mechanic 1 Dept of Aviation Building Mechanic III Dept of Aviation 
Timothy Gabel Firefighter Fire Driver Fire 
Andre Harris Utility Worker Wastewater Collection Meter Reader I Utility Billing 
Laura Hastings Accountant III Accounting City Auditor Accounting 
Theresa High Communication Shift Supervisor AECC Senior Communications Supv AECC 
Tim Inman Utility Worker- hrly Street Utility Worker Street 
William Lang Officer Police Corporal Police 
Hector Mendoza Asst Public Health Director Public Health Health Plan Administrator Benefits 
Jose Mireles Utility Worker Street Equipment Operator II Street 
Mikal Orr Lieutenant Fire Captain Fire 
Eddie Sanders Corporal Police Sergeant Police 
Terry Shea Lichtie Officer Police Corporal Police 
Troy Waller Lieutenant Fire Captain Fire 
Russell Ward Driver Fire Lieutenant Fire 
Michael West Utility Worker Park Maintenance Tree Trimmer Park Maintenance 
Curtis Williams Park Technician II Park Maintenance Tree Trimmer Park Maintenance 
John Wood Meter Reader 1 Utility Billing Meter Reader II Utility Billing 

Evaristo Campos Utility Worker Wastewater Collection 5 

Pete Flores Equipment Operator II Street Department 5 

Frank Hunt Building Attendant I Civic Center Operations 5 

Michael Jack Park Technician II Park Maintenance 5 

Arthur Johnson Asst. Transfer Station Super. Solid Waste Disposal 5 

James Jones Library Assistant Library 5 

Gerardo Marquez Commercial Equipment Operator Solid Waste Collection 5 

Kevin Plunk Park Foreperson I Park Maintenance 5 

Robert Ruiz Bailiff II Court Security 5 

Rudolph Samora Messenger Central Stores 5 

Brent Thompson Utility Worker Street Department 5 

Marc Straubing Park Plumber II Park Maintenance 10 

David Chamberlain Nutritionist III WIC Administration 15 

Shannon Barlow Asst Dir of Animal Control Animal Control 20 

Denise Hill Civilian Investigator Police Civilian Personnel 20 

Rose Lomeli Administrative Assistant V Animal Control 20 

James Romans Water & Sewer Supervisor II Water Distribution 20 

Billy Wilson Greenskeeper II Comanche Trail 20 

Kelly Nily Utility Operator Street Department 25 

Tim Claytor Electronics/Instrumentation Technician Water Production 35 

Richard Weathers Corporal Police 35 
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Welcome to the COA Team! 
NAME                        JOB TITLE                      DEPARTMENT 

Richardo Acosta  Transit Intern  Transit 

Justin Aldridge  Utility Worker  Water Distribution 

Lonnie Batchelor  Residential Equip. Operator  Solid Waste Collection 

Sherry Brewer  Admin Assistant 1  Police Civilian Personnel 

R.E. Burks  Utility Worker‐hrly  Park Maintenance 

Timothy Cannon  Residential Equip. Operator  Solid Waste Collection 

Francisco Cantu  Utility Worker‐hrly  Park Maintenance 

David Carter  Utility Worker‐hrly  Park Maintenance 

Deric Christensen  Communications Technician  IT/Communications 

Ishmael Cruz  Crew Leader‐ hrly  Park Maintenance 

Jose Davila  Utility Worker‐ hrly  Hollywood Road WWT Plant 

Greg Fisher  Ranger Officer‐ hrly  Police Civilian Personnel 

Luis Gomez  Utility Worker‐ hrly  Hollywood Road WWT Plant 

Melissa Guynes  Civil Engineer 1  Director of Utilities 

Amanda Hall  Security Operations Agent  Dept of Aviation 

Jessica Hammons  Education Camp Asst. ‐ hrly  Zoo 

Sandra Hesse  Community Service Aide  Public Health 

Aaron Heyd  Utility Worker‐hrly  Solid Waste Disposal 

Gary Hisel  Transfer Truck Driver  Solid Waste Disposal 

Adam Holder  Crew Leader‐ hrly  Park Maintenance 

Skyler Holman  Utility Worker‐ hrly  Traffic Field Operations 

Silas Inthavongsy  Utility Worker  Solid Waste Disposal 

Joshua Johnson  Cart Attendant  Ross Rogers Golf Course 

Hannah Kaspar  Admin Assistant‐ hrly  Human Resources 

Mariana Lopez  Admin Assistant‐ hrly  Library 

Chad Martindale  Traffic Counter ‐ Intern  Traffic Administration 

Terri May  Security Operations Agent  Dept of Aviation 

Savannah Oakley  Admissions/Concession‐ hrly  Zoo 

Franklin Orr  Utility Maintenance Mechanic  Water Production 

Brennan Perry  Cart Attendant  Ross Rogers Golf Course 

Tod Preston  Utility Worker‐ hrly  Comanche Trail Golf Course 

Manuel Reyes  Utility Worker‐ hrly  Comanche Trail Golf Course 

Gregory Rich  Utility Worker  Water Production 

Ryan Scates  Utility Worker‐ hrly  Hollywood Road WWT Plant 

Kyle Schniederjan  Assistant City Engineer  Engineering 

Jason Sedgwick  Design Tech 1  Director of Utilities 

Roger Simmons II  Animal Control Officer  Animal Control 

Anthony Surace  Crew Leader‐ hrly  Park Maintenance 

Jennifer Torrez  Admin Assistant II  Street 

Addie Treider  Security Operations Agent  Dept of Aviation 

Summer Tubbs  Admin Assistant‐ hrly  AECC 

Selene Varela  Admin Assistant IV  Community Development 

Taylor Wells  Utility Worker  Street 

Marquis Whetstone  Utility Worker‐hrly  Park Maintenance 

Calvin Wilkinson  Utility Worker‐hrly  Park Maintenance 

Arturo Zavala Jr.  Equipment Operator 1  Street 

From the Pantry: 
Sassy Southwestern Veggie Wraps 
by Margaret Payton, MBA, RD 

½ cup diced zucchini 
½ cup diced red or yellow bell pepper 
½ cup frozen corn, thawed 
1 jalapeño pepper*, seeded and chopped 
¾ cup shredded reduced-fat Mexican cheese blend 
3 tablespoons prepared salsa or picante sauce 
2 (8-inch) fat-free whole wheat tortillas 
 

Combine zucchini, bell pepper, corn and jalapeño 
pepper in small bowl. Stir in cheese and salsa; mix 
well. 
 

Soften tortillas according to package directions.  
Spoon vegetable mixture down center of tortillas; 
roll up. Serve wraps cold or warm.** 
 
*Jalapeño peppers can sting and irritate the skin; wear 
rubber gloves when handling peppers and do not touch 
eyes. Wash hands after handling. 

 
**To warm, cover wrap loosely with plastic wrap and 
microwave at HIGH 40 to 45 seconds or until cheese melts. 
 

Makes 2 servings (1 wrap per serving) 
 
Dietary Exchanges:  1½ Starch, 1 Lean Meat, 1 Vegetable, 1 Fat 
 
Nutrients Per Serving:  Calories 221, Total Fat 7g, Carbohydrate 
26g, Cholesterol 19 mg, Fiber 8g, Calories from Fat 27%, 
Saturated Fat 5g, Protein 16g, Sodium 664 mg 



Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

 

City Secretary’s Office 
City Hall 

509 SE 7th Ave.  
Room 303 

Phone: 
(806) 378-3013 

Fax: 
(806) 378-9394 

E-mail: 
newsletter@amarillo.gov 

www.amarillo.gov 
Publication Policy 

The ACE employee newsletter is 
distributed by the City Secretary’s 

office monthly through e-mail, 
print copies and the City’s Intranet 
site. It is designed to help keep 

you informed of events and 
accomplishments throughout 
the organization you serve.  If 

you have ideas for future 
stories, features or photo 

opportunities, or to receive this 
newsletter electronically, 

please call or e-mail: 

Melanie Cleveland 
newsletter@amarillo.gov       

378-3013 

Items must be received no later 
than the first of each month to 

make that month’s edition.  

All items are subject to space 
availability and edited for 

appropriateness. 

CITY OF AMARILLO 
P. O. Box 1971 
Amarillo, TX 79105-1971 

F O R   A M A R I L L O   C I T Y   E M P L O Y E E S  

ACE NEWSLETTER   

 

Fight the Bite! … Reminder 
Recent rains have created a perfect breeding 
ground for mosquitoes and unless you are taking 
precautions, chances are you could be bitten. 
The City has increased its control measures and 
will continue to make every effort to reduce the 
mosquito population.  

   The City is actively treating standing water, 
but these efforts will not kill all of the 
mosquitoes. Citizens are encouraged to check 
their yards and property for standing water and 
eliminate it. This is the best way to help FIGHT 
THE BITE. 

   The City of Amarillo’s Environmental Health 
Department suggests three ways you can help: 

1. Tip and Toss the water from all containers 
around your property and eliminate all standing 
water in and around Amarillo. This action will 
keep mosquitoes from laying more eggs in water 
that grow into more adult biting mosquitoes. 

2. Consumer Control: Because community 
controls cannot reduce mosquito populations to 
zero, people need to protect themselves as well, 
particularly on morning and evening outings. 
Consumers have a wide variety of products 
available for personal mosquito control. Our local 

lawn and garden centers stock 
many chemicals citizens can 
apply to control mosquitoes. 

 These include aerosol products and outdoor 

foggers. 

 There are several personal repellents for 

mosquito control as well that can be applied 
directly to the exposed skin or clothing. 

 At this time, it appears that chemical-based 

mosquito control products are the most 
effective, while the mechanical and bug 
zapping devices are not very effective in 
controlling mosquitoes. 

3. Vegetation Management: Adult mosquitoes 
prefer to rest on weeds and other vegetation. 
Homeowners can reduce the number of areas 
where adult mosquitoes can find shelter by 
cutting down weeds adjacent to the house 
foundation and in their yards, and mowing the 
lawn regularly. To further reduce adult 
mosquitoes harboring in vegetation, insecticides 
may be applied to the lower limbs of shade 
trees, shrubs and other vegetation. Always read 
and follow label directions before using any 
pesticide. 

http://www.amarillo.gov/?p=4017�
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