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COA Employees OVER THE EDGE! by Sonja Gross, Community Relations Coordinator

At least four City of Amarillo employees went “Over the Edge” - an
event held at the first of August to help raise funds toward a new
Bloodmobile for Coffee Memorial Blood Center. In fact, two of the
employees provided a unique twist on Coffee Memorial’s sixth annual
Boots vs. Badges competition.

“Every year, the Boots vs. Badges blood drive competition helps
Coffee Memorial maintain a stable blood supply throughout the difficult
summer months,” says Suzanne Talley, director of Marketing and Public
Relations for Coffee Memorial. “This year we added a new rappelling
event called ‘Over the Edge,” and we couldn’t be more pleased with the
enthusiasm and support that not only the police and fire departments
provided, but the City as a whole.”

Lt. Josh Whitney of the Amarillo Fire Department and Sgt. Kyle
Hawley of the Amarillo Police Department graciously agreed to go "Over
the Edge" Boots vs. Badges style by raising funds and rappelling down
the side of a 10-story building — Eagle Centre - in downtown Amarillo
for Coffee Memorial. Lt. Whitney participated in honor of his daughter,
Mia Whitney, a blood recipient and heart surgery survivor while Sgt.
Hawley participated in honor of his son, Aaron Hawley, a blood recipient
and leukemia survivor.

Although Lt. Whitney finished the rappel first, it's only fair to report
that Sgt. Hawley did raise more funds! The best news is that both were
winners. The final fundraising totals were $2,140 for Sgt. Hawley and
$1,200 for Lt. Whitney for a total of $3,340 in the Boots vs. Badges
competition - which will help in the purchase of a new Bloodmobile.

“While this was a fun competition between the Boots and the Badges,
the real winners are the area patients who are the ultimate beneficiaries
of the blood donations and the financial donations we receive,” Talley
says. “Thanks to each of you for helping make that possible!”

In addition to Sgt. Hawley and Lt. Whitney, Cpl. Chris Holcomb of the
Amarillo Police Department and Bubba Wilhite, who works in the City’s
Facilities department and is a cancer survivor, also participated to help
raise funds for Coffee Memorial. Kudos to all four of these men for being
brave enough to rappel off the side of a tall building to raise funds for a
great cause - and to everyone who made donations on their behalf!

Plus, save the date! The Boots vs. Badges softball game will be held
on Saturday, Sept. 7 at the Sox stadium. Gates open at 6:05 p.m. and
the game starts at 7:05 p.m. Admission is only $5 per person. If the Sox
make the playoffs, the Boots vs. Badges softball game will be
rescheduled for Saturday, Sept. 14.
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Right: Boots vs. Badges/Over
the Edge participants Police
Sgt. Kyle Hawley and Fire Lt.
Josh Whitney after their
descent down the Eagle
Centre, pictured behind them.

Photo by Sonja Gross

Left: Lt. Whitney on his way
down the side.

Below right: Sgt. Hawley
high above the Amarillo
streets.

Below center: Bubba Wilhite
enjoying every minute of the
adventure.

Below far left: Cpl. Holcomb
beginning his journey.
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Congratulations
July Retirees!

Weldon Cooper
Solid Waste Collection - 20 years

Janie Cortez
Police Department - 27 years

Gary Denton
Director of Utilities - 22 years

Denise Hill
Police Civilian - 20 years

Mike Savage
Airport Police Department - 6 years

Billy Wilson
Comanche Trail Golf Course
20 years

ACE Newsletter

Gary Denton was honored by friends and
family at his retirement on July 31.
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The Building Safety Department has been even busier than usual since Amarillo’s
May 28 storm. Roofers often line the front counter as they apply for and obtain
permits. For comparison: In the 2011/2012 fiscal year, the department issued a total
of 950 roofing permits. Since June 1 of this year, they have issued more than 7,630
permits - just for roofing. That means in slightly more than two months, they have
issued more than eight times the number issued last fiscal year. Gwen Gonzales,
Building Safety Manager, says, “It gets a little hectic, but ‘we’re keeping it covered!”

< = mm>Nn

SPOTLIGHT ON RICK HUSBAND

AMARILLO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The Rick Husband Amarillo International Airport recently underwent their annual FAA
certification inspection. We are proud to announce that the airport received a clean
report, which means there were no regulatory deficiencies. Pat Rhodes, Director of
Aviation, explains, “It is extremely unusual that an inspector doesn’t find something to
document in the report. I have been involved in 27 annual inspections at four different
airports. This is only the second time there have been no discrepancies noted.”

Congratulations to the airport staff for this accomplishment! Every employee helped
contribute to this success and we are proud they are making the Rick Husband Amarillo
International Airport a facility that represents Amarillo in such an outstanding way.

Airport administration team: (left to right) Drew Daunis, Airport Operations Manager; Patrick Rhodes, Director of
Aviation; Steven Picou, Deputy Director of Aviation; Thomas Oscarsson, Airport Operations Manager; and Eric
Ozier, Airport Facilities Supervisor.



WANTED: Your Department’s Historical Pictures!

by Sonja Gross, Community Relations Coordinator

See that picture? Isn't it fantastic? It’s just one of hundreds
that will be shown off when the City of Amarillo celebrates the
100" anniversary of its Charter starting in November. As part
of those festivities, we are putting together a pictorial
slideshow that will be highlighted at the City’s Centennial
Celebration Gala on Nov. 9 and used throughout the year at
presentations related to the City’s history.

If you have pictures with a historical representation of your
department, gather them up now! If they need to be scanned,
send them to the Sonja Gross in the Community Relations
office, Room 304 of City Hall. If they are already scanned,
please place your pictures on the “"M” Drive in the “Temp Less
Than 120 Days” file. A “Centennial” folder has already been
created for your convenience! Simply create a file within that
folder to represent your department and drop your pictures in
there. When possible, please include the picture’s date,
location and identify people that may be in the picture. Please
provide these pictures no later than Friday, Sept. 6, in order
to be a part of this exciting time in the City’s history. We want
to make sure everyone gets a chance to be in the spotlight!

If you have any questions or need more information about
this project or other activities related to the Centennial
Celebration, please contact Sonja Gross at 378-3549 or
sonja.gross@amarillo.gov.

City Undergoing Facelift

by Sonja Gross, Community Relations Coordinator

Hopefully you’ve heard by now, but just in case you've been
too caught up in your work - here’s a quick update! The City is
getting a facelift. Well, not exactly! But what it is getting is a
new logo, slogan and mission statement - all of which will be
unveiled at a Centennial Celebration Gala in November. As
part of the celebration, the City is working with Double U
Marketing of Amarillo to help brand the City for the next 100
years.

After conducting internal focus groups and external
interviews, a press conference was held at the front of City
Hall Aug. 1 to help encourage citizens to become involved in
the process by taking an online survey. Mayor Paul Harpole
was joined by Commissioner Lilia Escajeda and City Manager
Jarrett Atkinson in making the special announcement.

Keep in mind, this is not a celebration of the City’s founding
— which actually happened in 1887. Instead, it's a celebration
of the City’s charter, which was adopted by voters in 1913.

“The charter is, in effect, the constitution for the City of
Amarillo,” Mr. Atkinson said. “This constitution was written by
Amarillo, by Amarillo residents, by our leaders 100 years ago.
They did such a tremendous job that it still works today.”

Mr. Atkinson also encouraged everyone to participate in
events that will start in November and help celebrate the City.

Amarillo storm sewer, October 14, 1927
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Mayor Paul Harpole,
City Commissioner
Lilia Escajeda and
City Manager Jarrett
Atkinson spoke at
the press conference
encouraging citizens
to be involved in the
city’s centennial
“facelift.”

Page 3


mailto:sonja.gross@amarillo.gov�

ACE Newsletter

Dennis Woolam: On a Mission

by Sonja Gross, Community Relations Coordinator

Dennis Woolam has found that his work over the last 25 Scholarship Recipients Announced
years with the City of Amarillo has brought his family
security and stability. That’s not something everyone can
say. That's why, for at least the last ten years, Dennis has
put his energy outside the workplace into an organization
called HARDCORE Motorcycle Ministries. It is an
interdenominational ministry serving the biker community
through personal relationships and outreach.

In fact, one of those outreach opportunities led Dennis on
a path to Israel in 2011.. Hle participated in a M-25 transfer to West Texas A&M to major in
(Matthew 25:34-40) Memorial Ride. Accounting. Kendra was introduced to

"It was an unbelievable experience that let me both ‘Mynjcipal Court as a PRO (Pursuing
experience every Christian’s dream to visit the Holy Land Real Opportunities) intern in her senior
and in a whole new way,” Dennis says. "Our adventures |year of high school and began full-time
weren’t unlike a typical tourist, except that we were on our  Cjty employment following graduation.
own motorcycles and were allowed to ride the border
between Jordan and Israel.”

While there, the M-25 Riders also visited military bases to
spread the word of their ministry’s mission and to show the
military appreciation for what they do so we can enjoy our
freedoms. Riley McGill received the L. Ray Vahue

Earlier this year, HARDCORE Motorcycle Ministries |Scholarship. Riley is the granddaughter
provided assistance to “Run For The Wall,” a military ride | Of Storm Wardwell, Street Coordinator
from California to Washington, D.C. May marked the |and retired Fire Driver, Greg Wardwell.
group’s first trip through Amarillo, but Dennis’s sixth time [Riley will be attending West Texas A&M
participating. University to major in Social Work.

Then in July, he made another ride, a Pledge Ride - a | Riley is a proud member of the WTAMU
coalition of Christian and Jewish motorcyclists that have | Lady Buff soccer team.
come together pledging NEVER AGAIN to a second
Holocaust.

Next on his list is Biker Sunday - the last Sunday in
September. This is where members of HARDCORE
Motorcycle Ministries give away a “Free” Harley Davidson
and assist the Marine Corps with their annual “Toys for
Tots” kickoff. They also assist with the delivery of the toys
on Christmas Eve.

Dennis began with the City as a custodian and, through
the years, has worked his way up the ranks and is currently
a project manager. He and his wife Glynda are members of
Christian Heritage Church and work with America Supports
You, which focuses on providing support and supplies for "
our military. For more information on the Run for the Wall,
visit www.RFTW.org, information on M-25 visit
www.missionm25.0org and if you are interested in learning

Kendra Hacker received the John Stiff
Scholarship. Kendra is currently
working for the City in the Municipal
Court and will receive her Associates
degree in General Studies from Amarillo
College in December. She will then

more about the Pledge Ride, visit www.pledgeriders.com.

Left: Dennis and Glynda at the Mount
of Olives.

Above: Riding down the road in Israel.

Right: Dennis and Glynda visiting a
military base during their trip.

More photos on back page
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Safety Corne

by Charlie Sanchez, Safety Manager

August 2013

: Protection from Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

Late next month, we should start seeing the temperatures begin to
drop. The fall season will soon be here and it will be time to start
thinking about heating our homes. We will begin using equipment
and appliances that produce a gas that could be fatal.

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a poisonous, colorless, odorless and
tasteless gas. You can’t see or smell it, but at high levels it can be
very harmful, or even fatal. This gas is a common industrial and
residential hazard resulting from the incomplete burning of natural
gas and other material containing carbon such as gasoline,
kerosene, oil, propane, coal or wood. If appliances that burn fuel
are maintained and used properly, the amount of carbon monoxide
produced is usually not hazardous. However, if appliances are not
working properly or are used incorrectly, dangerous levels of this
gas can result. The most common source of exposure in the
workplace is the internal combustion engine. If equipment using an
internal combustion engine is used, be sure the area is well
ventilated and conduct continuous atmosphere testing if you are
working in a confined space.

How Does Carbon Monoxide Harm You?

Carbon monoxide is harmful when breathed because it displaces
oxygen in the blood and deprives the heart, brain and other vital
organs of oxygen. Large amounts of carbon monoxide can
overcome you in minutes without warning, causing you to lose
consciousness and suffocate. Besides tightness in the chest, initial
symptoms of poisoning may include headache, fatigue, dizziness,
drowsiness or nausea. Symptoms vary widely from person to
person. Carbon monoxide poisoning may occur sooner in those
most susceptible, including young children, elderly people, people
with lung or heart disease, or those who already have elevated
carbon monoxide blood levels, such as smokers.

Play it Safe!
Practice the DOs and DON'Ts of carbon monoxide safety:

v/ DO have your fuel-burning appliances inspected regularly. These
include oil and gas furnaces, gas water heaters, gas ranges and
ovens, gas dryers, space heaters, wood stoves and fireplaces. At
the beginning of every heating season, a trained professional
should conduct the inspections.

v DO read and follow all instructions that accompany any fuel
burning device.

v DO check your carbon monoxide monitor. Consider purchasing
another as a backup.

© DON'T idle the car in the garage, even if the garage door to the
outside is open. Fumes can build up very quickly in the garage
and living areas of your home.

© DON'T use a gas
oven to heat your
home, even for a
short time.

© DON'T ever use
a charcoal grill
indoors, even in the
fireplace.

© DON'T use any
gasoline-powered
engines  (mowers,
weed trimmers,
snow blowers, chain
saws, generators) in
enclosed spaces.

N R =
Firefighter Andrew Sparks (left) and Firefighter Matt

Jolliff (right) from Station 7 demonstrating the CO
monitor

If you experience symptoms that you think could be from carbon
monoxide poisoning:

v DO get fresh air immediately. If indoors, open doors and
windows, turn off combustion appliances and leave the
structure.

v/ DO go to an emergency room. Tell the physician you suspect
carbon monoxide poisoning. If poisoning has occurred, it can
often be diagnosed by a blood test done soon after exposure.

© DON'T ignore symptoms, particularly if more than one person is
feeling them. You could lose consciousness and the results could
be fatal.

Use these helpful tips and remember: “TAKE SAFETY HOME.”

School Traffic Safety

By David Szmagalski, Traffic Operations Technician

LA N ) B SR T

back to
School

Every school experiences traffic problems associated with its operation. These
problems are not only aggravating to drivers, but they create an unsafe environment
for school children.

It is important for drivers in or near school areas to be especially sensitive to traffic
laws and constantly alert for the presence of children. Since school traffic may be
= congested and confusing, drivers must exercise more caution.
= Be aware of the established 20 mile-per-hour school zones. Unless otherwise

posted, these zones are effective school days only between 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
= Plan ahead. Allow enough time to pick up children at a pre-designated location.

Speeding and unsafe driving endanger everyone.
= Park correctly. Double parking and parking in crosswalks are both prohibited.
= Leave school bus zones vacant and bus accessible.
= Watch for children in or near the street.
= Let children out of vehicles on the curb side only.
= Encourage children to use established crosswalks.

" Don’t Forget: The safety and well-being of our children depends on the reasonable
and prudent driving habits of everyone in school zones. Please be careful to obey all
traffic laws in these areas.
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Promotions/Transfers for July 2013

Name

Joshua Bramlette
Christopher Brown
RE Burks

Austin Burns
Corene Churchwell
Jordanna Crump
Danielle Daniel
Patricia Garcia
Mary Gardner
Donald Gerber
Chad Glasco
Logan Hammons
Zachery Hendrix
Cody Hofmann
Skyler Holman
Johnnie Knight
Deanna Lamkin
Elizabeth Perez
Casie Stoughton
Josey Wood

Erin Young

oLD

Title

Utility Worker-hrly

Utility Worker-hrly

Utility Worker-hrly

Utility Worker-hrly

Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly
Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly
Utility Worker

Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly
Utility Worker-hrly

Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly
Utility Worker-hrly

Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly
Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly
Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly
Utility Worker-hrly

Utility Worker

Admin Assistant 1

Account Clerk-hrly

Program Manager

Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly

Emergency Comms Specialist- hrly

Employee Milestones

NAME

James Atkins

JOB TITLE

Department
Solid Waste Disposal

Solid Waste Collection
Park Maintenance
Traffic Field Operations
AECC

AECC

Water Distribution
AECC

Park Maintenance
AECC

Park Maintenance
AECC

AECC

AECC

Traffic Field Operations
Wastewater Collection
Utility Billing

Parks & Recreation
Public Health

AECC

AECC

Community Improvement Inspector

Alexina Berry Emergency Comms. Specialist
Mindy Cook Senior Comms. Supervisor
Carmen Jackson Animal Control Officer Il

Lisa Liles Accounts Payable Clerk Il
Albert Mendez Utility Worker

Cade Price Utility Worker

Eduviges Rivera Bus Driver

Mario Sanchez Welder |

Terry Short
Floyd Anthony
Luis S. Munoz

Utility Worker
Program Coordinator
Signal Tech |
Donald Sanders, Jr. Police Officer
Tiffiny Shepherd

Janet Simmons

Emergency Comms. Specialist
Airport Police Officer

Charles Williams Corporal
Doyle Wolfe Equipment Operator |
Kerry Kelly Fire Fighter

James C. Roberts Utility Worker

Brenton Clark Fire District Chief
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NEW

Title

Utility Worker

Utility Worker

Utility Worker

Utility Worker

Emergency Comms Specialist
Emergency Comms Specialist
Meter Service Representative
Emergency Comms Specialist
Utility Worker

Emergency Comms Specialist
Park Technician 1

Emergency Comms Specialist
Emergency Comms Specialist
Emergency Comms Specialist
Utility Worker

Utility Operator

Admin Assistant V

Admin Assistant 1

Assistant Public Health Director

Emergency Comms Specialist

Emergency Comms Specialist

DEPARTMENT

Building Safety

AECC

AECC

Animal Control
Accounting

Park Maintenance
Park Maintenance
Transit Fixed Route
Solid Waste Collection
Solid Waste Collection

HIV Prevention & Counseling

Traffic Field Operations
Police

AECC

Airport Operations
Police

Street Department

Fire Operations

Solid Waste Collection
Fire Operations

Department
Solid Waste Disposal

Solid Waste Collection
Park Maintenance
Traffic Field Operations
AECC

AECC

Water Distribution
AECC

Park Maintenance
AECC

Park Maintenance
AECC

AECC

AECC

Traffic Field Operations
Wastewater Collection
Animal Control

Water Distribution
Public Health

AECC

AECC

YEARS
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Welcome to the COA Team!

NAME
Joseph Arriaga
Katelyn Avery
Brittany Bradfute
Matthew Bufford
Ricky Casler
Jesse Christopher
Brenda Crocker
Timothy Cuevas
Nicholas DeLuna
Justin DiCarlo
Jacob Farrar
Martin Gallegos
Kevin Garrett
Laura Gonzales
Orlando Harris
Bailey Hart
Christopher Holzworth
Patrick Johnson
Donn Lambert
Katherine Ledford
Maria Martinez
Ricky McMillon
Leslye Monroe-Johnson
Samantha Mosser
Jesse Mullins, Jr.
Adam Nixon
Bryan Partin
Jana Sanders
Corrina Sechrist
Silvia Shaver
Kayla Smith
Jeanie Sohn
Jimmy Stover, Jr.
Greg Thacker
Angel Ulibarri
Mercedes White

JOB TITLE
Utility Worker - hourly
Admin Assistant - hourly
Admin Assistant
Intern
Ranger Officer - hourly
Utility Worker - hourly
Admin Assistant I1l
Intern
Print Shop Tech - hourly
Building Attendant 1
Utility Worker - hourly
Equipment Operator Il
Utility Worker - hourly
Admin Assistant
Utility Worker - hourly
Youth Worker - hourly
Utility Worker
Mechanic - hourly
Building Attendant 1
Building Attendant 1
Custodian - hourly
Youth Worker - hourly
Intern
Animal Control Officer
Utility Worker - hourly
Utility Worker - hourly
Production Technician
Registered Nurse
Admin Assistant - hourly
Admin Assistant - hourly
Admin Assistant
Bus Driver
Utility Worker - hourly
Utility Worker - hourly
Transfer Truck Driver - hourly

Custodian 1

DEPARTMENT
Hollywood Road WWT Plant
City Secretary
Library
Building Safety
Police Civilian Personnel
Hollywood Road WWT Plant
Dir of Utilities
Finance
Print Services
Civic Center
Solid Waste Collection
Drainage Utility
River Road WWT Plant
Police Civilian Personnel
River Road WWT Plant
Zoo
Drainage Utility
Municipal Garage
Civic Center
Civic Center
Ross Rogers Golf Course
Park Maintenance
Building Safety
Animal Control
Park Maintenance
Water Transmission
Civic Center
Public Health
Library
Library
Library
Transit
Solid Waste Collection
Traffic Field Operations
Solid Waste Disposal

Dept of Aviation

UPCOMING SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Labor Day holiday
September 2

Tri-State Fair

September 13-21

August 2013

From the Pantry:

Sweet n’ Easy Fruit Crisp Bowls
by Margaret Payton, MBA, RD

2 tablespoons low-fat granola with almonds
Vegetable cooking spray

1 red apple (8 ounces), such as Gala, diced in Y2-inch
pieces

1 tablespoon dried sweetened cranberries

Ya teaspoon apple pie spice or ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon diet margarine

1 packet sugar substitute

Ya teaspoon almond extract

2 tablespoons low-fat vanilla ice cream

1. Place granola in a small plastic bag and crush
lightly to form a coarse meal. Set aside.

2. Place a 10-inch nonstick skillet over medium heat
until hot. Coat skillet cooking spray. Add apples,
cranberries and apple pie spice. Cook 4 minutes
or until apples are tender, stirring frequently.

3. Remove from heat, stir in margarine, sugar
substitute and almond extract. Spoon into 2
dessert bowls or plates. Sprinkle with granola and
spoon ice cream on top. Serve immediately.

Makes 2 servings (%2 cup apple mixture plus 1
tablespoon granola and 1 tablespoon ice cream per
serving)

Note: May make apple mixture up to 8 hours in
advance and top with granola and ice cream at time
of serving. If a warmed crisp is desired, place apple
mixture (before adding granola and ice cream) in
microwave and cook 20 to 30 seconds or until slightly
heated.

Dietary Exchanges: 2 Fruit, 2 Fat

Nutrients Per Serving: Calories 150, Total Fat 3g, Carbohydrate 32g,
Cholesterol <1mg, Fiber 4g, Calories from Fat 15%, Saturated Fat
<1g, Protein 1g, Sodium 40 mg
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Publication Policy Dennis Woolam: On a Mission - More photos
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The ACE employee newsletter is bR AN ‘ :
distributed by the City Secretary’s ) oo B W - ' Py m
office monthly through e-mail, e S 7 ¥l N\ Switzerland
print copies and the City's Intranet . g i '
site. It is designed to help keep
you informed of events and
accomplishments throughout
the organization you serve. |If
you have ideas for future
stories, features or photo
opportunities, or to receive this
newsletter electronically,
please call or e-mail:

Melanie Cleveland
newsletter@amarillo.gov
378-3013

Top left: Dennis (in baseball hat) helping make

lfems must be received no later Toys for Tots deliveries

than the first of each month to ) ) )
make that month’s edition. Above: Dennis and Glynda in Switzerland

5 . Left: Dennis at the Western Wall in Jerusalem
All items are subject to space

availability and edited for
appropriateness.
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