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CITY OF AMARILLO 
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY 

Minimum Requirements 
COMMERCIAL ROOFING Informational Bulletin---- Hailstorm May 2013  

Material and methods of recovering or replacing an existing roof shall comply with Chapter 15 of the 2012 IBC. 

• New roof coverings shall not be installed without first removing all existing layers of roof coverings down to the roof deck where 
any of the following conditions exists: 
1. Where the existing roof/roof covering is water soaked or deteriorated.  
2. Where existing roof is wood shake, slate clay, cement or asbestos-cement tile.  
3. Where the existing roof has two or more applications of ANY TYPE of roof covering.  
Exceptions:  

 Complete and separate systems designed to transmit roof loads directly to building’s structural system… 
 Metal panel, metal shingle…over wood shake installed in accordance with Section 1510.4 
 The Application of a new protective coating over existing spray polyurethane foam roofing system… 
 …existing ice barrier membrane is allowed to remain in place and covered with an additional layer of membrane… 

• Where recover or overlay installation may be allowed, verification that the existing components are not wet is required.  
• Reroofing shall not be required to meet the minimum design slope requirement of one-quarter unit vertical in 12 units horizontal 

(2-percent slope) in Section 1507 for roofs that provide positive roof drainage.  
• Structural roof components shall be capable of supporting the roof covering system and the material and equipment loads that 

will be encountered during installation of the system. 
• Damaged, rusted, or deteriorated roof vents, metal edgings, drain outlets, collars and metal counter flashings shall not be 

reinstalled.  
• Aggregate surfacing materials shall not be reinstalled, except for ballasted single ply roofs.  
• Flashings shall be constructed in accordance with approved manufacturer’s installation instructions. Metal flashing to which 

bituminous materials are to be adhered shall be primed prior to installation. 
• Perimeter metal flashings (edge securement) shall be designed and installed in accordance ANSI/SPRI ES-1 and IBC Sec.1504.5. 
• Insulation requirements for reroofing is if the deck or insulation is exposed a minimum of R-20 insulation is required to be 

installed. Batt insulation installed on suspended ceilings does not constitute insulation.   

The 2012 International Energy Conservation Code as adopted by the City of Amarillo states in part(s): 
C101.4.3: “Additions, alterations, renovations or repairs to an existing building, building system or portion thereof shall 
conform to the provisions of this code as they relate to new construction without requiring the unaltered portion(s) of the 
existing building or building system to comply with this code… 

Exception: The following need not comply provided the energy use of the building is not increased: 
4. Construction where the existing roof, wall or floor cavity is not exposed.  
5. Reroofing for roofs where neither the sheathing nor the insulation is exposed. Roofs without insulation in the 

cavity and where the sheathing or insulation is exposed during reroofing shall be insulated either above or 
below the sheathing...”  

Definitions: 
Reroofing:  The process of recovering or replacing an existing roof covering. See “Roof recover” and “Roof replacement.”  
Roof Recover: The process of installing an additional roof covering over a prepared existing roof covering without removing the 
existing roof covering 
Roof Repair:  Reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing roof for the purposes of its maintenance. 
Roof Replacement: The process of removing the existing roof covering, repairing any damaged substrate and installing a new roof 
covering.  
• Inspection personnel will be on patrol for unregistered/unlicensed individuals performing work without permits; 

 Fee for work being performed without a permit:: 
 $250.00 First occurrence plus the cost of the normal permit fee 
 $500.00  for each additional occurrence plus triple the required permit fee 

 CALL or TEXT the PERMIT HOTLINE (806) 336-0605 to report work being performed without permits. 
 

Please Contact the City of Amarillo Department of Building Safety if there are questions or if assistance is needed (806) 378-3041.   
  
This is a partial list of the basic requirements for re-roofing projects. It is intended to aid contractors, suppliers, insurance adjusters, 
and homeowners with the more significant roofing questions.  For a more comprehensive list of requirements, visit our website: 
www.Amarillo.gov/roofing  

http://www.amarillo.gov/roofing

