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Recommended Amendments to the 
2015 International Existing Building Code 

City of Amarillo Texas  
 

The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Existing Building Code are 
hereby amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IEBC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined 
through type is deleted text from IEBC. A double asterisk (**) at the beginning of a section identifies an 
amendment carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk (***) identifies a new or 
revised amendment with the 2015 code. 
 
 
**Section 101.1; change as follows: Insert: City of Amarillo 
 
Section 101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Existing Building Code including Appendix 
B of [NAME OF JURISDICTION], The City of Amarillo hereinafter referred to as "this code.”  
 
(Reason:  Standard insertion point [insert] to assist with local adoption) 
 
 
***Section 101.4.2.1; Add section: change to read as follows:  
 
101.4.2.1 Abandoned buildings. Certificate of Occupancy required prior to re-occupancy is hereby 
added to read as follows: 

101.4.2.1.1 Intent. The purpose of this Section is to insure that minimum levels of structural 
integrity, fire protection, life safety features, ventilation, light, sanitation, accessibility, and public 
improvements shall be provided in and around abandoned buildings or structures prior to re-
occupancy. It is not the intent of this Section to require compliance with the latest Codes adopted 
by the City as if abandoned buildings or structures subject to this Section were being newly 
constructed. Nor is it the intent of this Section to require a new Certificate of Occupancy for a 
vacant building or structure, which is secured against unauthorized entry by the public and of 
which the essential components, as defined in 101.4.2.1.2.2 below, have been maintained in 
serviceable condition.  

 
101.4.2.1.2 Certificate of Occupancy required prior to re-occupancy. When a building or 
structure has become abandoned, a Certificate of Occupancy shall be obtained prior to re-
occupancy of the building or structure. For the purpose of this Section a building or structure shall 
be considered to have been abandoned when either of the following conditions exists:  

 
101.4.2.1.2.1 The previous use of the building has been discontinued and the building 
has been left unsecured or open to unauthorized entry by the general public; 

 
101.4.2.1.2.2 The previous use of the building has been discontinued and maintenance 
of the building has been neglected to the extent that one or more essential components 
of the building or structure have failed or no longer serve their intended purpose. 
Essential components include: Roof coverings; structural components; exterior envelopes 
including walls, doors and windows; electrical systems; plumbing systems; HVAC 
systems; fire extinguishing systems; fire resistive construction; fire resistive separations; 
exit ways; or other life/safety systems.  

 
101.4.2.1.3 Conditions for issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. Prior to issuing a 
Certificate of Occupancy for an abandoned building or structure subject to this Section, the 
Building Official may: require plans to be submitted which will clearly indicate the intended use of 
the building or structure, its location on the property, and any proposed improvements; inspect 
the building or structure to ascertain adequacy and serviceability of the essential components 
listed in 101.4.2.1.2.2 above with respect to the intended use; require repairs or improvements to 
the building or structure based upon those inspections; and/or require that the applicable permits 
and inspections be obtained for work which is proposed or required under this Section.  
 
101.4.2.1.4 Guidelines and regulations. To determine the requirements for repairs or 
improvements to abandoned buildings or structures subject to this Section, the Building Official 
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may utilize this Code as a guideline, and may utilize other publications of the International Code 
Council or National Electric Code related to existing buildings. 

 
(Reason: To clarify the required procedures prior to occupancy of an abandoned building) 
 
 
***Section 706.1; change to read as follows: 
[BS] 706.1 General. Material and methods of application used for recovering or replacing an existing roof 
covering shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 15 of the International Building Code, including 
but not limited to decking, flashing, and ventilation. 
 
Exceptions: 

1. Reroofing shall not be required to meet the minimum design slope requirement of one-quarter 
unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (2-percent slope) in Section 1507 of the International Building 
Code for roofs that provide positive drainage. 
 

2. Recovering or replacing an existing roof covering shall not be required to meet the requirement 
for secondary (emergency overflow) drains or scuppers in Section 1503.4 of the International 
Building Code (IBC) for roofs that provide for positive drainage. For the purposes of this 
exception, existing secondary drainage or scupper systems required in accordance with the IBC 
shall not be removed unless they are replaced by secondary drains or scuppers designed and 
installed in accordance with section 1503.4 of the IBC. 

 
(Reason: Consistency with the 2015 International Building Code) 
 
 
***Section 706.3; insert Figure 706.3; change to read as follows: 
 
706.3 A roof re-cover shall not be permitted where any of the following conditions occur: 

1. Where the existing roof or roof covering is water-soaked or has deteriorated to the point that the 
existing roof or roof covering is not adequate as a base for additional roofing. 

2. Where the existing roof covering is wood shake, slate, clay, cement or asbestos-cement tile. 
3. Where the existing roof has two or more applications of any type of roof covering. 
4. For asphalt shingles, when the building is located in an area subject to moderate or severe hail 

exposure according to Figure 706.3. 
 

FIGURE 706.3 HAIL EXPOSURE MAP 
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(Reason: Due to the of weather in the Panhandle, wind and hail damage is more prone when asphalt 
shingles used for re-covering; contractors unable to verify if any of the decking may need to be replaced 
and unable to verify the flashing integrity)  
 
 
**Section 1401.2; Insert: April 3, 1928; change to read as follows: 
 
1401.2 Applicability.  
Structures existing prior to April 3rd, 1928 [DATE TO BE INSERTED BY THE JURISDICTION NOTE: IT IS 
RECOMMENDED THAT THIS DATE COINCIDE WITH THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF BUILDING CODES 
WITHIN THE JURISDICTION], in which there is work involving additions, alterations or changes of 
occupancy shall be made to conform to the requirements of this chapter or the provisions of Chapters 5 
through 13. The provisions of Sections 1401.2.1 through 1401.2.5 shall apply to existing occupancies that 
will continue to be, or are proposed to be, in Groups A, B, E, F, I-2, M, R and S. These provisions shall 
not apply to buildings with occupancies in Group H or I, or I-4.  
 
(Reason:  Standard insertion point [insert] to assist with local adoption) 
 
 
** Adoption of the following appendix: 
 
Appendix B - Supplementary Accessibility Requirements for Existing Buildings and Facilities. 
Appendix B was added to address accessibility in construction for items that are not typically enforceable 
through the traditional building code enforcement process. Chapter 11 of the International Building Code 
(IBC) contains provisions that set forth requirements for accessibility to buildings and their associated 
sites and facilities for people with physical disabilities. Sections 410, 605, 705, 806, 906, 1006, 1012.1.4, 
1012.8, 1105, 1204.1, 1205.15, 1401.2.5 and 1508 in the code address accessibility provisions and 
alternatives permitted in existing buildings.  
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(Reason: To assist with accessibility alternatives permitted in existing buildings with modifications to 
accommodate buildings regulated under: Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, under the 
Architectural Barriers Act, codified as Article 9102, Texas Civil Statutes.) 
 
 
***Section B101.1; add an exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception:  Buildings regulated under Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation; TDLR and 
built in accordance with TDLR approved plans, including any variances or waivers granted by the 
TDLR, shall be deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of this Chapter.   

 
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under: Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, 
under the Architectural Barriers Act, codified as Article 9102, Texas Civil Statutes.) 
 
 
***Section B102.1; add an exception to read as follows: 

 
Exception:  Buildings regulated under Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation; TDLR and 
built in accordance with TDLR approved plans, including any variances or waivers granted by the 
TDLR, shall be deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of this Chapter.   

 
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under: Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, 
under the Architectural Barriers Act, codified as Article 9102, Texas Civil Statutes.) 
 
 
 
 
END 
 
 


	***Section B101.1; add an exception to read as follows:

