STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTIES OF POTTER AND RANDALL

ON the 18th day of December, 2013, the Amarillo Traffic Commission met at 1:30 p.m. in regular
session in the in the City Council Chambers on the third floor of City Hall at 509 S.E. 7™ Avenue.

Traffic Commissioners present were D. J. Stubben, Dean Downey, Barbara Richardson,
Craig Gualtiere, Steve Rogers, Mark Nair, and Frank Nelson. Commissioners Charlie Graham and
Walt Kelley were absent. Staff members present were Jerry Bird, Traffic Engineer,
David Szmagalski, Traffic Operations Technician, Michael Rice, Director of Public Works,
Lt. Ken Albright, Amarillo Police Department, and Judy Alexander, Recording Secretary.

Commissioner Stubben established a quorum and called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. The
following items of business were conducted:

1.

2.

Invocation & Pledge:
Commissioner Nelson gave the invocation, and Commissioner Downey led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of the November 20, 2013, Minutes:

Commissioner Richardson made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 20,
2013, meeting. Commissioner Nair seconded the motion, and motion carried
unanimously.

Crosswalk Field Study:
Commissioner Nair presented a report on a crosswalk field study that he and

Commissioner Gualtiere had taken of some of the arterial roads in Amarillo. He said that
they had included seventy-eight intersections in the study. Of those intersections,
twenty-nine had markings. Eight were marked on all sides, five of which were
intersections adjacent to interstate highways, and forty-nine intersections had no
markings. He said they wanted to discuss the city policy of marking and maintaining
crosswalks.

Jerry Bird, Traffic Engineer, stated that crosswalks are defined by Texas statutes whether
they are marked or not, and the city follows the guidelines of the Texas Transportation
Code and the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (TXMUTCD). He stated
that crosswalk markings should not be used indiscriminately as they can provide a false
sense of security for pedestrians. He said the city typically uses crosswalk markings on
routes to schools or when an evaluation of a request indicates a need.

Mr. Bird reported that maintenance of the markings program is ongoing. Painted
markings are typically repainted once or twice a year, and preformed thermoplastic
markings can last five to seven years. Commissioner Stubben inquired about the cost of
installing marked crosswalks. Michael Padilla, Traffic Field Superintendent, stated that
painted crosswalks are approximately $300 and thermoplastic markings are $700 per
intersection approach.

Commissioner Gualtiere stated that TxDOT recently installed crosswalks at the major
intersections on 1-40 when ADA ramps were installed. He inquired why the city does not
consider providing more crosswalks. Mr. Bird stated that he could not speak for TxDOT,
but he assumed one of the reasons was that intersections on 1-40 are diamond



interchanges and that the TxDOT design engineer likely determined that some pedestrian
guidance was necessary.

Commissioner Gualtiere inquired about an improved pedestrian crossing for the
Amarillo High School area. Mr. Bird reported that traffic studies on Bell did not meet any
warrants for an additional signal.

Commissioner Stubben expressed her appreciation to Commissioner Nair and
Commissioner Gualtiere for their study.

Consider Speed Limit Change on I-27 from Hillside Rd. to Bell St.:

Jerry Bird, Traffic Engineer, reported that TxDOT has recently increased the speed limit
to 75 mph on Interstate 27 from Bell Street to the South City Limit as part of a
comprehensive review and modification of rural highway speed limits statewide.

The speed limit change prompted Captain Jeff Lester with the Amarillo Police
Department to request the speed limit on 1-27 between Hillside St. and Bell St. be raised
from 60 mph to 65 mph. Captain Lester indicated the 65 mph speed limit would be more
in line with existing vehicle speed limits where the roadway appears more rural in nature
with limited need for lane change maneuvers. He suggested the change would provide a
more gradual transition to the 60 mph zone north of Hillside where the setting becomes
more urban.

Mr. Bird reported a speed study was conducted for that portion of I-27, and the 85%
percentile speed was 67 mph. He said the study data was forwarded to the TxDOT
Amarillo District office. TxDOT approved the increase after performing a speed study of
their own.

Mr. Bird stated that the Traffic Engineering Department recommends the Traffic
Commission make a recommendation to the City Council to modify Section 16-3-1002
Schedule B, Maximum Speed Limit, as shown below:

Delete:

Location From To MPH
I-27 (Canyon Dr. (Main Lanes Washington St. Bell St. 60
1-27 (Canyon Dr. (Main Lanes) Bell St. South City Limit 70
Add:

Location From To MPH
I-27 (Canyon Dr. (Main Lanes) Washington St. Hillside Rd. 60
{-27 (Canyon Dr. (Main Lanes) Hillside Rd. Bell St. 65
I-27 (Canyon Dr. (Main Lanes) Bell St. South City Limit 75

Commissioner Nelson made such a motion. Commission Downey seconded the motion,
and motion passed unanimously.



5. Discuss Traffic Commission Rules:
Mr. Bird reported that he has recently ascertained the City of Amarillo Municipal Code
states that the Traffic Commission will meet at least once a month and will elect a
chairman and vice chairman from its members annually. He stated that a chairman and
vice chairman need to be elected at the next meeting.

6. Public Forum:
Kenneth Graham, 3007 Harmony, appeared and expressed his appreciation to
Commissioner Nair and Commissioner Gualtiere for the crosswalk field study. As the
President of the Share the Road organization, he stated that the organization is an
advocate for road safety for pedestrians, motorists, bicyclists, and motorcyclists. He
stated that the Amarillo Comprehensive Plan on mobility addresses bicycle and
pedestrian safety as a top priority He said he would like to see a pedestrian signal on
Bell Street near Amarillo High School similar to the one on Coulter Street in the
Medical Center.

Steve Pair, 1930 S. Harrison, appeared and requested maintenance on the traffic signal
pedestrian buttons at Washington St. and 24" Avenue and Washington Street and 22™
Avenue. He stated he is familiar with the pedestrian signal on Coulter Street in the
Medical Center, and he stated in his opinion it works well to ensure pedestrian safety.

Garry Rich, 6903 Elmhurst, appeared and stated that he is concerned the number of
pedestrians crossing S.W. 45 Avenue to John Stiff Park will never meet warrants because
there is not a safe place to cross. Mr. Bird stated that traffic studies indicate it does not
meet warrants for a pedestrian signal, and he stated that unwarranted traffic signals can
be dangerous.

Commissioner Gualtiere requested Commissioners study the crosswalk field study
handout, drive the intersections, and give some thought to changing the policy in regard
to pedestrian safety. He stated that he and Commissioner Nair have plans to present a
proposal for change in the current year.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:32 p.m.

D.J: Stubbe% Chairman



