
MINUTES 
 

AMARILLO METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 
The Policy Advisory Committee for the Amarillo Metropolitan Planning Organization met at 1:30 p.m., April 20, 2006, 
in Room 306 of City Hall, 509 East 7th Avenue, Amarillo, Texas. 
Voting members present were:  Mark Tomlinson, Judy Phelps, David Miller, Vicki Covey, Kenneth Petr, Gene Parker, 
Dan Fleischman, and Michael Rice. 
Voting members not present were:  Alan Taylor, Taylor Withrow, Judge Ernie Houdashell and Arthur Ware. 
Dual staff coordinators present:  Harold McDaniel and Gary Holwick. 
 
Item 1.  Consider approval of the January 26, 2006 meeting minutes. 
Mark Tomlinson, Texas Department of Transportation Amarillo District Engineer, introduced the January 26, 2006 
MPO Policy Advisory Committee meeting minutes.  Mr. Tomlinson asked if there were any changes or deletions; 
there were none.  Gene Parker, Randall County Commissioner, made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  
The motion was seconded by Michael Rice, City of Amarillo Director of Public Works, and carried on an 8:0 vote. 
 
Item 2.  Consider approval of revisions to the 2006-08 Transportation Improvement Program. 
Gary Holwick presented the quarterly revisions to the FY 2006-08 Transportation Improvement Program.  The 
revisions included the addition of two projects:  (1) Upgrade roadway to 4-lane arterial on Farmers Ave from FM 1541 
(Washington St) to BNSF Railroad and (2) Install cable barrier on IH 27 from McCormick Road to Hillside Road.  
These projects are shown in Attachment A.  Mark Tomlinson gave a brief description of each project.  There were no 
comments by the committee or members of the public attending the meeting.  Gene Parker made a motion to accept 
the revisions, and Kenneth Petr, TxDOT Amarillo District Planner, seconded the motion.  The motion carried on an 
8:0 vote. 
 
Item 3.  Consider approval of the Transportation Enhancement Project nominations. 
Vicki Covey, City of Amarillo Director of Community Services, introduced the Amarillo Center City Streetscape 
Project.  This project is the City of Amarillo’s Transportation Enhancement Project nomination for the April 28, 2006 
program call.  She gave a description of the project, explaining it would cover 15 blocks total:  from 10th Avenue to 
2nd Avenue along Polk Street and from Polk Street to Buchanan Street along 6th Avenue.  The proposal included 
accessible sidewalk improvements, irrigated landscaping elements including trees, decorative elements along the 
street and in the intersection of Polk Street and 6th Avenue, low walls with wrought iron fencing at parking lots along 
the street, bicycle racks, public benches and trash receptacles.  These elements would promote pedestrian traffic in 
the downtown business district, which would aid downtown redevelopment.  Ms. Covey said that the Streetscape 
Project would include exterior sidewalks and pedestrian lighting on and around the Potter County Courthouse 
Square.  Potter County had asked that this work be included in anticipation of their historic preservation application 
for renovation of the Potter County Courthouse.  Potter County would provide the local matching funds for this part of 
the project.  She said the total project cost would be around four million dollars, with local match being provided by 
funds from Center City of Amarillo and the City of Amarillo. 

Gary Pitner, with Center City, asked her to speak more about pedestrian lighting along the route.  Ms. Covey 
explained that in conjunction with, but not as a part of the project, Xcel Energy would be upgrading the lighting along 
Polk Street and 6th Avenue.  Mr. Carl McMillan of Panhandle Independent Living Center asked if the intersection 
would be open to traffic.  Ms. Covey explained that during construction the intersection would be closed, but upon 
completion vehicles would be able to travel through the intersection.  Vicki told the committee that this was the only 
nomination for consideration by the MPO Policy Advisory Committee.  Ms. Covey made a motion to approve the 
nomination.  Mark Tomlinson told the committee that support of the project by the committee would signify that the 
project would be included in the Transportation Improvement Program if the Texas Transportation Commission 
selects the nomination.  Michael Rice seconded the motion on the floor.  The motion carried on an 8:0 vote. 
 
Item 4.  Receive a presentation on the Regional Public Transportation Service Plan. 
Judy Phelps, City of Amarillo Transit Manager, gave a presentation about the Regional Public Transportation Service 
Plan.  Ms. Phelps said that new requirements were introduced with SAFETEA-LU, the new federal transportation bill, 
and with Texas House of Representatives Bill #3588.  These requirements direct public transportation carriers to 
work together as a region to coordinate service and provide more efficient service for clients.  Panhandle Regional 
Planning Commission is administering the efforts in the Texas Panhandle.  A consultant, The Goodman Corporation, 
has been contracted to assist the consortium in meeting these new requirements.  Ms. Phelps invited the committee 
and the public in attendance to come to meetings held by the group.  She said that these new efforts could result in 
additional funding for the regional public transportation initiative.  There were no comments or questions by the public 
or committee members. 
 
Item 5.  Open Forum, time reserved for anyone to speak on any transportation related item; however, 
no action can be taken on items not on the agenda. 
No comments were received from the public or the committee members. 
 
Item 6.  Adjournment. 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Harold McDaniel 
Director, Amarillo MPO 



Attachment A 
 

AMARILLO METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

April 20, 2006 
 
 

FY 2006-08 TIP/STIP 
MAY 2006 REVISIONS 

April 20, 2006 
MPO ID 
Number 

TxDOT CSJ 
Number Location/Description Revision 

A5A32S-000 0904-11-037 
On Farmers Ave from FM 1541 
(Washington St) to BNSF RR – 
Upgrade to 4-lane arterial. 

Add project. 

A5A57S-001 0168-09-149 On IH 27 from McCormick Rd 
to Hillside Rd – Cable Barrier. Add project. 



AMARILLO DISTRICT 

MPO PROJECTS 

MAY 2006 REVISIONS 

FY 2006 – 2008 TIP 
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AMARILLO MPO 
 
 

FY 2007 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
DISTRICT  COUNTY CONT-SECT-JOB HWY LET DATE PHASE CITY   MPO PROJ ID EST COST 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AMARILLO  RANDALL 0168-09-149 IH 27    9/6  C,E AMARILLO  A5A57S-001  $600,000 
LIMITS FROM: MCCORMICK ROAD  LIMITS TO: HILLSIDE RD 
DESCRIPTION1: CABLE BARRIER       REV DATE: 05/2006 
DESCRIPTION2:         LOCAL CONT:   $0 
DESCRIPTION3:         FUND CAT: 11  DIST DISCRETIO 
LAYMAN DESC1:  CABLE BARRIER 
REMARKS:          STATEWIDE: 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AMARILLO  RANDALL 0904-11-037 VA   12/6  C,E AMARILLO  A5A32S-000  $500,000 
LIMITS FROM: ON FARMERS AVE, FROM FM 1541  LIMITS TO: BNSF RAILROAD 
DESCRIPTION1: UPGRADE TO 4 LANES       REV DATE: 05/2006 
DESCRIPTION2:         LOCAL CONT: $100,000 
DESCRIPTION3:         FUND CAT: 11  DIST DISCRETIO 
LAYMAN DESC1:  UPGRADE TO 4 LANES 
REMARKS:          STATEWIDE: 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
PHASE: C=CONSTRUCTION, E=ENGINEERING, R=ROW, T=TRANSFER 
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